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 Please help us to raise €200,000 fighting fund for repairs and               
refurbishment of our Church and Cemetery Chapel as we prepare for our 
bicentenary in 2022. We are launching this appeal now in 2017 because it 
was 200 years ago this year that the British Community    purchased this 
plot of land underneath Santa Clara Convent! A wall was built around the 
property and a large hole was dug in the centre into which a “pin-stone” 
was set. It is believed that it was into this stone that Consul Veitch laid 
Napoleon’s Louis D’Or! The Community at that stage did not have     
sufficient funds to take the work any further, but they set out in faith and 
built the church in stages as money was raised. By 1822 the church was 
able to open for worship, but it took another few years before it was    
finally consecrated.  

An architectural survey has highlighted important structural issues that 
we must deal with as well as a total refurbishment. We will of course be 
seek funding assistance to carry out this work, but we will need matching 
funding—hence this appeal. 

We are marking this milestone year with a     Din-
ner at the House of Lords on Thursday 8th June 
and another Dinner in Funchal on 25th     Novem-
ber, to publicise our appeal, to invite   support for 
our efforts and to celebrate our    presence in Fun-
chal.  

Holy Trinity Church has been  at the centre of life 
here for a very long time, but it is also a    favour-
ite gathering point for tourists and “swallows” 
alike, who come to worship and to gather for fel-
lowship.   We are inviting everyone who has a 
connection with this place to join us and make 
whatever   contribution you feel able to make.  

You may consider making a monthly donation for 
the next 1, 2 or 3 years, for example, or hold a 
dinner party as a fundraiser.  

The good news is that we already have €60,000 in 
the Bicentenary Fund thanks to the generous sup-
port you gave to our 2014 appeal for urgent  
building works, and   subsequent donations. 

Thank you 
 

holytrinity.chaplain@gmail.com  
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http://luther500festival.com/ 
The Luther500 Festival 
The Luther500 Festival is a seven-day cultural-immersion experience that brings 
the Reformation to life as you serve, learn, and celebrate in the places where 

Martin Luther did the same 500 years ago. This pilgrimage to Germany will help 
revitalize schools, congregations, and personal faith journeys as participants 
come face to face with the breadth and importance of the Reformation, make 
new friends, connect with their heritage, and experience first-hand how Church 
history can be a whole lot of fun.  
How Will You Celebrate the Reformation Jubilee? 

On October 31, 1517 Martin Luther posted his 
ninety-five theses on the door of the Castle Church 
in Wittenberg, Germany. Thus began the 
Protestant Reformation! At the centre of this 
movement stands Luther’s rediscovery of the Gos-
pel message: human beings do not earn their salva-
tion by doing good works, but rather God freely 
offers salvation to all who believe. For Luther, this 
message liberated humanity to engage in all kinds 
of new undertakings and activities, chief among 
them lives of service to others. Wittenberg inspired 
others to interpret the Bible in new ways, and the 
beginnings of the many Protestant denominations 
that exist to this day. The Catholic Church re-
sponded too, introducing its own reforms that 
would change the face of that institution. 
Martin Luther was a German monk, and scholar 
who had a tremendous political impact on the 
church and on German culture. He challenged the 
authority of the papacy, promoted the idea that the 
Bible is the only infallible source of religious au-
thority and that all baptized Christians under Jesus 
are a universal priesthood. According to Luther, 
salvation is a free gift of God, received only by 
true repentance and faith in Jesus as the Messiah, a 
faith given by God and unmediated by the church.  
 

As a result Luther was ex-communicated from the Roman Catholic Church. His 
translation of the Bible into the vernacular of the people made the Scriptures more 
accessible to them, and it assisted the development of a standard version of the 
German language, added several principles to the art of translation, and influenced 
the translation of the English King James Bible. His hymns inspired the develop-
ment of congregational singing within Christianity. His marriage to Katharina von 
Bora set a model for the practice of clerical marriage within Protestantism.  

  

 

TO MAKE A DONATION 

By PAYPAL 

at  

www.holytrinitychurchmadeira.com 

By Bank Transfer 

 

Portuguese Bank 

MILLENNIUM BCP 

  Account Name: ASSOCIAÇÃO HOLY TRINITY 
CHURCH 

Account No: 45375797811 

NIB:    003300004537579781105 

IBAN Account No:  PT50 0033 0000 4537 5797 8110 5 

BIC/SWIFT: BCOMPTPL 

UK Bank 

BARCLAYS PLC 

Sort Code:  20-06-05 

Account Name: Diocese in Europe Fund 

Account Number:  40317039 

Reference: Madeira Chaplaincy                                

www.justgiving.com/fundraising/Taiwo-Olaiya 

Taiwo Olaiya 
has entered her first half-marathon 

in support of our Bicentenary Appeal 
Will You Support Her PLEASE? 

http://luther500festival.com/
http://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/Taiwo-Olaiya


  

 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,  

BISHOP’S EASTER MESSAGE 2017 

“Purity of heart is to will one thing”, said the Danish theologian Soren Kierke-
gaard. I write these words near the beginning of Lent, a season in which we try 
even more seriously than usual to order our desires under the overarching desire 
for God. Since our desires are continually stimulated, manipulated and exploited 
by powerful forces in the world, Lenten disciplines of even moderate asceticism 
are strongly counter-cultural and have seldom been more valuable in promoting 
true spiritual life.  

It has been a particular delight for me that the daily lectionary this Lent has us 
reading through the prophet Jeremiah. Few other biblical characters exemplify 
such a single-minded longing after God and his purposes. For 40 years, Jeremiah 
faced the political situation of his day with utter realism. He helped his people 
navigate their way through one of the most disturbing times in their history – the 
huge discontinuity and disruption marked by exile in Babylon. Against the false 
prophets, who disseminated an easy message of ‘business as usual’, Jeremiah is 
unflinching in proclaiming that God is faithful, but that a very different kind of 
hope and a so far unimagined future lie on the other side of a painful judgement. 
“I know the plans I have for you”, declares the Lord, “to give you a future and a 
hope. You will seek me and you will find me when you seek me with all your 
heart.” (Jer. 29:11).      

Jeremiah provides a suggestive backdrop to Easter. In his book “Outside Eden – 
Finding Hope in an Imperfect World”, Peter Fisher counters the idea that Easter is 
an exercise in mere wish fulfilment. We have plenty of evidence to suggest that 
the disciples who followed Jesus were expecting that, having given up homes, 
fishing businesses and so on, they would be rewarded with a relatively smooth 
path to greatness in the kingdom of God. They had, we know, been in the habit of 
discussing the various positions of honour they could expect. But Jesus’s death 
seemed to be the unexpected end of their hopes. And Jesus’s resurrection - a new 
spiritual body - was quite outside the rational categories that had so far been 
available to them. So the shape of the hope that opens up before the disciples on 
Easter Day is quite different from anything they had previously known. And, not 
surprisingly, the new resurrection order dramatically changes the character and 
capacities of the disciples too.  

For most of us, Easter Sunday morning is epitomised by the reading of St. John’s 
account of Mary Magdalene meeting her risen Lord in the garden. I have been 
struck, in re-reading this text, by the repeated ‘turning’ of Mary. She is the first to 
see the empty tomb. After running away in fright, she returns with Peter and the 
other unnamed disciple. Having seen the empty tomb, the others depart, but Mary 
remains, standing weeping outside the tomb. When the gardener engages her in 
conversation she ‘turns around’ and sees Jesus, though without recognising him. 

  

 
 

“In Jesus Christ the reality of God entered into the reality of this 
world. The place where the answer is given, both to the question      
concerning the reality of God and to the question concerning the      
reality of the world, is designated solely and alone by the name Je-
sus Christ .... Henceforward one can speak neither of God nor of 
the world without speaking of Jesus Christ .... In Christ we are of-
fered the       possibility of partaking in the reality of God and in the 
reality of the world, but not in the one without the other”  

(Bonhoeffer: Ethics)  

 

Bonhoeffer also insisted that "only the Risen One makes possible 
the presence of the living person" And surely that is the task of The 
Church which is the people of God, People of the Resurrection, 
EASTER    PEOPLE. Christ is present in the world through our 
reading,      preaching and living of The Word, in the Eucharist 
which we share each week and in our Community. 

 
“So, chosen by God for this new life of love, dress in the wardrobe 
God picked out for you: compassion, kindness, humility, quiet 
strength,    discipline. Be even-tempered, content with second 
place, quick to     forgive an offense. Forgive as quickly and com-
pletely as the Master forgave you. And regardless of what else you 
put on, wear love. It’s your basic, all-purpose garment. Never be 
without it.”   

(The Message Bible: Colossians 3:13f). 

 

Happy Easter! 

Attention, all! See the marvels of God! 
    He plants flowers and trees all over the earth, 

Bans war from pole to pole, 
    breaks all the weapons across his knee. 

“Step out of the traffic! Take a long, 
    loving look at me, your High God, 
    above politics, above everything.”  

Psalm 46. 8-10 The Message Bible 



  

 

 Job 14.1 (The Message Bible) 

“We’re all adrift in the same boat: too few days, too many troubles. We 
spring up like wildflowers in the desert and then wilt, transient 
as the shadow of a cloud. Do you occupy your time with such fragile 
wisps?” 

 

EASTER 

Lots of people witnessed it then, and millions have witnessed the           
Resurrected Jesus since the that first Easter. Let me say from the outset 
that the Resurrection is not merely some doctrine to discuss intellectually 
in our armchairs: it is highly practical for our everyday lives.  

 

As Dietrich Bonhoeffer, the great German Pastor imprisoned and then    
executed by the Nazi, wrote in his Letters from Prison:  

"As I see it, I am here for some purpose and I only hope I may fulfil it.      
In light of the great purpose, all our privations and disappointments are 
trivial."  

Being a Christian means living a resurrected life, exchanging the old self 
for a new and improved self that is being renewed into the image of our 
Lord. This impacts your everyday life. "who Christ really is, for us today" 
wrote Bonhoeffer on 30th April 1944  

“This resurrection life you received from God is not a timid, grave-
tending life. It’s adventurously expectant, greeting God with a childlike 
“What’s next, Papa?” God’s Spirit touches our spirits and confirms who 
we really are. We know who he is, and we know who we are: Father and 
children. And we know we are going to get what’s coming to us an unbe-
lievable   inheritance! We go through exactly what Christ goes through. If 
we go through the hard times with him, then we’re certainly going to go 
through the good times with him!”  

(Romans 8: 15-17, The Message Bible)  

The Resurrection of Jesus is proof of the existence of God because God is 
the only adequate cause for this effect of the unique miracle of Christ’s   
Resurrection. As The Message Bible has it : 

“You don’t have to wait for the End. I am, right now, Resurrection and 
Life. The one who believes in me, even though he or she dies, will live. 
And everyone who lives believing in me does not ultimately die at all. Do 
you believe this?” (John 11. 25f) 

 

  

 

It is in the face to face conversation between them, and in particular when Jesus 
speaks her name, ‘Mary’, that she recognises the risen Lord.  

Rowan Williams comments (in ‘Resurrection – Interpreting the Easter Gospel’): 
“She, the one who had turned, again and again, in ever-dwindling hope, now 
finds that hope answered. Turning, over and again, to the name, the figure, the 
recollection of Jesus, even when it can only seem abstract and remote, issues at 
last in knowing with utter clarity that it is still he who calls us into our unique 
identity.” It is in turning, metanoia or conversion (or re-conversion) that we find 
Jesus and are found by him. Thus Mary finds a new future and a new hope.     

Easter 2017 greets an uncertain and fearful European continent. The achieve-
ments of the post-war decades are being radically questioned. The story of 
smooth progress towards an ever-more prosperous, liberal and globalised future is 
being angrily protested against. Yet we don’t know what could replace it. The 
European Commission has published a White Paper that offers five very different 
scenarios, and both Protestant and Catholic Churches are holding conferences on 
‘The Future of Europe’. There is, as yet, little in the way of genuinely convincing 
and inspiring ways forward. We feel ourselves to be in a kind of ‘Holy Saturday’, 
with old hopes having gone and a new vision yet to crystallise.  

If that is our situation, we can take courage from Jeremiah, who assures his read-
ers of a future and a hope that lie, not in the immediate present, but on the other 
side of exile. For Christians, faith is the assurance of things hoped for and the 
conviction of things not yet seen (Hebrews 11:1).  And so, in the purposes of 
God, Easter bursts upon us in unexpected ways with the promise of a future that 
we cannot yet specify.  

Whatever the vagaries of human history, the seasons of the natural world are a 
tangible reminder of the faithfulness of God. Each year, the flowers grow and the 
trees blossom. As I write this, my daffodils are just starting to show the first yel-
low of Spring. I am reminded that amidst the sad Lamentations of Jeremiah 
(which are traditionally read on Good Friday), the prophet can nonetheless de-
clare: “The Lord’s compassions never fail, they are new every morning: Great is 
your faithfulness!”    

In closing, I want to thank all our clergy and lay people who will be involved in 
the preparation and conduct of worship for Holy Week and Easter. I wish insight 
and skill especially to those who will be endeavouring to communicate the Easter 
message in ways that will connect with regular churchgoers and visitors alike. I 
hope and pray that people will turn to meet the risen Lord in the welcome and 
worship we offer.  

 

I wish you all a blessed and joyful Easter.  

 

 

 

+Robert Gibraltar in Europe 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+11%3A25-26&version=MSG


  

 

 

WOMAN’S WORLD DAY OF PRAYER 

Holy trinity Church Funchal 2017  

On the first Friday of March nineteen 
of us met together here in Holy Trini-
ty to join a worldwide wave of prayer. 
Church services, led by women, are 
held on this day every year in over 
170 different countries and translated 
into many, many different languages. 
 
The service this year was written by 
the women of the Philippines who 
took for their theme the parable of the 
generous landowner, from St. Mat-
thew’s Gospel. This theme is very 
appropriate today in a world where 
the most of the wealth and land is 
owned by a small number of people 

and millions live on a bare minimum or die from disease or starvation. 
 

We here in Funchal felt a part of this ecumenical response of prayer for 
our world and peoples and praise for our God, as we followed the very 
meaningful words of the service. 
 
Next year the theme, which has been chosen by the women of Surinam, 
is “All God’s Creation is Very Good”. 
 
Jean Blair. 
 

 

  

 
 

 

 

 

ASSOCIAÇÃO HOLY TRINITY CHURCH 
 

The Annual General Meeting 

Was held on 17th March  

 

The following were appointed 

Wardens 

Jonathan Calvert & Richard Colclough 

 

Chaplaincy Council 

Michael Evans, Janet Ellison, Jean Faulkner, 

 Joy Menezes,  Tony Mowlam, Bobbie Pote,  

Ricardo M Silva 

 

Safeguarding Officer 

Ricardo M Silva 

 

Sacristan 

Jean Blair 



  

 

 

Music 
Holy Trinity Church has now become  a major venue for new tal-

ent  to showcase their excellent  musicianship. We now have 
concerts 6 nights a week from a variety of genres with some-
thing to suit all tastes. Not only do you get to hear some truly 

outstanding musicians but you also help the church improve its 
standing  in the community as more people get to know about  

our concerts. So please spread the word and come along to a 
musical treat. 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Tuesdays 6pm Jazz 

Wednesdays 6pm Fado 

Thursdays 6pm 

Piano & Violin 

Fridays 6pm 

Classical Violins 

Saturdays 6.30 pm  

Saxophone 

Sundays 6.30 pm 

“Blue Danube Trio” 

WEEKLY 
CONCERTS 

AT HOLY 
TRINITY 
CHURCH 

  

 

“My Accidental Life” 

 Recently one of the Friends of HTC Mr Harry Kessler gave an evening 
talk at the church. This was a fundraiser but also an evening of great inter-
est. It was accompanied by many photos  and was  called “My  Accidental 
Life”. It was the story of his early childhood in the 1930´s in Vienna and 
how coincidences finally brought him to a safe new life in wartime Eng-
land. 

Harry was the child of 
a Jewish couple who 
lived in Austria alt-
hough they had Czech-
oslovakian nationality.  
When the Nazis took 
over Austria they were 
deported back to 
Czechoslovakia which 
proved to be more for-
tunate than many of 
their family members 
who had taken Austri-
an nationality and who 
were subsequently sent 
to detention camps.  
Harry´s father began 
preparing for the worst 

by gathering the necessary papers so they could leave for a safe country but 
they needed a sponsor in the country they wished to go to. Coincidently, 
years earlier his family had met an English family, completely by chance, 
on a boat trip on the Danube when the English couple ( who had free time 
from a conference) missed their stop because they were so busy chatting to 
the Kesslers. They became friends straight away and would meet together 
often during the next couple of days. When the English couple returned 
home they sent the Kesslers a letter of appreciation including their address 
and saying how good it had been to meet them. 

Subsequently, Mr Kessler turned to this letter and the couple for help and 
they arranged sponsorship so that the whole family could come to Eng-
land .  Once there they stayed with the English family for six months until 
they found their feet. 

This was a touching human story that had a heartening ending when they 
found, at the end of the war, that Grandmother had managed to survive the 
labour camps. 

Thank you Harry for sharing with us and for raising money for the church. 

  

Jews forced to remove independence slogans 
from pavements.  Vienna 1938 (Wikimedia) 



  

 

  CARNIVAL DINNER 

CELEBRATIONS 

 

Around 40 people attended The Carnival Dinner  
with Sue Marloye-James winning the prize for  
her “Wicked Witch of the West” costume. 
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CELEBRATIONS 

 

Around 40 people attended The Carnival Dinner  
with Sue Marloye-James winning the prize for  
her “Wicked Witch of the West” costume. 


