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As I write this, we are all saddened to hear of the tragic fire in London 
and of the forest fires on mainland Portugal at Pedrógão Grande that 
have taken so many human lives and our thoughts and prayers are with 
all of those affected by the horrendous events.  The horrific pictures seen 
on TV are a reminder of  last years fires in Funchal and the west of the 
island.  Miraculously the loss of life here was only 3 compared to the 
large numbers in both London and Portugal, but any loss of live in such a 
manner is truly tragic and we must be ever watchful as our dry season in 
Madeira approaches. 

 
This Edition of the Magazine is a 
floral tribute to this wonderful is-
land with photographs of Holy Trin-
ity´s part in Funchal Flower Festival.  
We also have an article on the rose 
garden at Arco de Sâo Jorge.  
 
Sticking with an agricultural theme, 
there are also photos from the Me-
dieval Market at Machico.  
 
 
 
 

 
 
There are updates for our fund raising 
activities, with the Bicentenary Dinner 
held in London on 8th June and confir-
mation that Taiwao has completed her 
Hackney Half Marathon in support of 
our Bicentenary . I include the just giving 
link here, just in case there is anyone 
who would still like to donate. 
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/Taiwo-
Olaiya  
   

 

A Story Of Friendship 
When Stanley & Anne Allen reaffirmed their vows on the 60th Anniversary 

of their Marriage, I noticed two people sitting quietly in the church observ-

ing the ceremony. I though “interested tourists”, but when we came out of 

the church after a glass of Madeira wine Stanley and Anne found Bodil and 

Kim from Denmark. They last met on holiday in The Maldives five years ago 

and have kept in touch by email since then. Bodil and Kim thought to sur-

prise them when they heard of the plans! What a lovely story of friendship!! 

Music Concerts six nights-a-week. Collaborations between our musicians. 
Recording sessions and even talk of YouTube videos. All is possible when 
dedicated musicians and technicians get together. Watch this space! 

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/Taiwo-Olaiya
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/Taiwo-Olaiya


  

 

Mercado Quinhentista 2017 

Machico is the second city of  Madeira and the place where the discoverers 

made their landfall. During the month of June the citizens celebrate their 

heritage at the 16th century market, a 3 day event that the whole town en-

joys. This year between the 2nd and 4th of June participants dressed in pe-

riod costume to partake in music and dance 

with the odd spot of archery and jousting 

thrown in, all washed down with local drinks 

and Madeiran food. In my opinion it is one of 

the best “Festas” on the island and amazingly 

one which the tourists seem to know nothing 

about. The highlight is the arrival in the bay of 

the “Santa Maria” on the Saturday. The Lords 

and Ladies process along the promenade fol-

lowed by urchins, beggars and thieves! 

  

 

Associação Holy Trinity Church   Igreja Inglesa   

BICENTENARY DINNER 

 SATURDAY  25th NOVEMBER   

7.45pm PORTO MARE HOTEL  

FUNCHAL  

€60pp  

Here is an invitation to join this fundraising dinner to mark the first year of 

our Bicentenary – I say first year because though foundations were laid in 

1817, it was a further 5 years before the church opened for worship. We 

have a dinner in the House of Lords on 8th June, and with promises we 

can now say that our “fighting fund” stands at €80,000. Our aim remains, 

to gather together €200,000 to match our wider applications for funding, 

which are being prepared now for presentation later this year.   

 The architectural survey of the church has uncovered serious drainage 

issues which will require major earthworks to rectify. The south wall has a 

structural fault that needs attention, and the whole building would benefit 

from general refurbishment over the next 5 years.   

 The first task is to gather together this “fighting fund” and I am inviting 

everyone to make whatever contribution they feel able to make to pro-

mote our cause. The people attending the dinner in London have held a 

range of functions, from a concert in London, to a sponsored run, to din-

ner parties, and others have made generous donations. We were also giv-

en space to circulate our appeal in a quarterly professional magazine.   

If you would like to be part of the celebration on 25th November please 

respond promptly. You might even like to sponsor a table for 8!  

  

Best wishes John  

 

 25th May 2017  

https://mercadoquinhentista.com/2016/12/07/mercado-quinhentista-2017/


  

 

 

"Those who love Me will keep My word, and My Father will love 
them, and We will come to them and make Our home with them."  

John 14:23: 
 

 
The Holy Trinity - A Model for Human Community 

 
To be made in the image of God is to be made in the image of the Holy 
Trinity; like the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, human beings 
are persons. This means that we are free members of the community 
of humankind, where our relatedness to other people is at the very 
root of who we are. The three divine persons are forever united with 
each other in mutual love, they dwell in each other. They collaborate 
continually, sharing as one in all their activities. They are related to 
each other. The three persons of the Trinity are one God, and they al-
ways act in unanimity.  
This provides a model for the ideal human community, in which people 
are united by mutual love, work together in harmonious consensus, 
while respecting the equality and dignity of each person. 
The vocation of every social grouping (family, parish, diocese, church 
council, school, office, factory, nation) is to be transformed by grace 
into a living icon of the Holy Trinity, to effect a reconciling harmony 
between diversity and unity, human freedom and mutual solidarity. 
Our belief in a Trinitarian God, in a God of social inter-relationship and 
shared love, commits us to opposing all forms of exploitation, injustice 
and discrimination. 
Of course, every analogy between the absolute mystery of God and 
limited human realities breaks down beyond a certain point. There are 
ways in which the three divine persons, who are one God, differ from 
human persons. Therefore, human communities can only imitate the 
divine community in some ways but not in others.  
Father, Son and Holy Spirit by nature share one will and one activity in 
a way that human beings do not, no matter how closely people work 
together. So their collaboration is not actually a single activity but a 
harmonious combination of different activities: whenever God acts the 
whole Trinity acts together, always expressing the unanimity of the 
three. This divine model constitutes the highest ideal for human com-
munity, but it is beyond human endeavour, because human wills and 

  

 

 

HTC Flower Festival 

Funchal 2017 

Arrangers 
had to 
produce 
a display 
based on 
Sacred 
Music 

Inspiration 

Morning Has Broken - Sam  

The Promised Land - Barbara 



  

 

HTC Flower Festival 

Funchal 2017 

Arrival of the Queen of Sheba - Barbara 

Lead Kindly Light - Kate and Gwen 

Praise Be - Raul 

  

 

actions differ from each other even when people try to work together 
harmoniously. Theoretically, Church councils are supposed to make 
unanimous decisions, but history reveals a very different picture! The 
Holy Spirit has to work through, around, and even in spite of the messy 
ambiguities of fallen human existence. The question then becomes, is 
there any aspect of the Trinitarian ideal which can become a realistic 
goal? 
The key to an understanding of the Trinity both in itself and as a model 
for human community lies in understanding something of the character 
and role of God the Father. Some theology emphasizes the monarchy of 
the Father, meaning that He is the root and origin of the Son and the 
Holy Spirit. He is the source of all that God is in the created world. He is 
one who begets the Son and breathes forth the Holy Spirit, giving Them 
all His divinity, all His glory, all His creative power, all His authority. He 
does not keep anything for Himself alone but shares everything He is 
and gives everything He has to Them. Their greatness is what constitutes 
His glory as a Father. It is wrong to think that in the Trinity self-emptying 
and deference to another person belong specifically to the Son and the 
Holy Spirit.  
The self-emptying that is particularly characteristic of the loving and 
humble God, like everything else, begins with the Father. The Son and 
the Holy Spirit respond to His humble love by offering the same back to 
Him, so Their relationship is mutual. In St. John's Gospel we read that 
the Father has given the key divine attributes of glory and judgment to 
the Son, and yet the Son seeks only to glorify the Father and defer to His 
judgment.  
This character of mutual love, humility, and self-offering, which has God 
the Father as its foundation with the Son and the Spirit, is what provides 
the model for human community.  
The interpersonal relationships in the Holy Trinity are loving, free, dy-
namic, and supremely alive, not dead, static, or confining. Likewise, hu-
man relationships need to be loving, dynamic, practical, and flexible 
enough to respect every person's dignity, uniqueness, and distinctive 
ways of being related to others, creating a strong foundation enabling 
other persons to use their gifts in mutual service and collaboration.  
The transformation of human communities into a life of Trinitarian mu-
tuality, communion, and collaboration is very difficult and requires a 
great deal of humility and self-offering. God's grace is needed in abun-
dance, to be sure, yet even then the challenge is daunting.  



  

 

    

           HOUSE OF LORDS DINNER 
 

 
On Thursday 8th June 2017, 41 of us were guests of Lord Cormack in the Att-
lee Room of the House of Lords at a splendid dinner to mark the beginning 

of our Bicentenary celebra-
tions. Another dinner will 
be held on 25th November 
in Funchal to round off this 
special year – 200 years 
after the foundations of 
our church were begun. 
Ours is an interesting his-
tory and our archives pro-
vide a well of fascinating 
stories – the collation was 
begun 3 years ago by Bill 
Weston and continued by 

Cefyn Embling-Evans who is managing an arrangement with the Regional 
Archivist to computerise the archive over the next 5 years or so. The dinner 
in November will be attended by Bishop Robert, our Diocesan Bishop; the 
Archdeacon of Gibraltar and local people who are interested in securing the 
future of Holy Trinity Funchal.  
One couldn’t miss the sense of comedy in starting our celebrations in the 
Palace of Westminster, because the Chaplaincy of Madeira was a thorn in 
the side of that august establishment in the 19th Century! I couldn’t resist 
the temptation to tell that pile of stones that (aka Jerry Adams) ”We haven’t 
gone away, you know”!! 
 
In those early days the Chaplain was appointed by The Crown, holding his 
office “during his Majesty’s pleasure and no longer”.  In terms of the Consu-
lar Act of the day “, he might be an English clergyman or a Presbyterian min-
ister. By the time the famous Richard Lowe became chaplain in 1834, the 
liturgical pattern at Holy Trinity Church was rather loosely structured and 
certainly “not recognisably Anglican”! A long list of criticisms of Reverend 
Lowe was dispatched to Parliament and to the Bishop of London. He had 
discarded the black gown, was preaching in a white surplice for a start, and 
his worst offence was “to lead a funeral procession through the streets with-
out the permission of the deceased”! 
Lord Palmerston was keen to stop the petition from Madeira reaching the 
Queen: Disraeli was demanding that all correspondence relating to Madeira 

  

 

The beautiful Rose garden at Quinta do Arco in the north of Madeira is some-
where you should visit if you are staying on the island during May to September. 

The Rose Garden is found at Arco de São Jorge which is half way between São Vin-

cente and Santana along the north coast.  From Santana the road is generally very 

good and is recommended for those of a less adventurous disposition! 

This garden is the biggest rose garden in Portugal and one of the most important 
in Europe.  There are literally thousands of roses in all types colours sizes and 
shades.  Because the north coast gets significantly more rain than the south they 

are in the very best condition. Some 
areas are covered over with a myriad of 
rose arches holding so many varieties of 
climbers. Many have a wonderful per-
fume.   To enter you go through a group 
of beautiful old houses that have been 
fully renovated and are now holiday 
accommodation. The best part of this 
area for me, however, is the planting.  It 
would grace any Chelsea Flower Show 
Garden,  with the most resplendent tree 
ferns over-arching  a colourful jungle of 
exotic plants in flower all year round.   It 
costs just 5 euros to get in and is open 
daily during May to September. The GPS 
co ordinates are Lat 32.824389 and Long  
16.953028 

They can be contacted by phone landline   00351 291570250  or mobile 00351  
963112868. 



  

 

 

Holy Trinity Garden Report 

Firstly I want to thank all of those who donated any spare plants and/or fi-

nances for the gardens  over the last few months.  These have been very help-

ful and we try to keep all of 

the plants healthy and 

beautiful.  

As we approach the driest 

part of the Madeiran year 

the concentrated effort of 

the team is to renovate and 

re-install   parts  of  the  wa-

tering system. This  has 

been our number one prior-

ity.  We now have all inter-

sections isolated , and the timing and electrics understood,  and soon each 

section will been  checked and then put in a pre-agreed timing zone so that 

maximum watering , with minimum cost will be achieved.  All this takes time 

but it is definitely possible in the foreseeable future whereas other seasons 

promised the fixing of the water system have fizzled out and manual watering 

has been required. 

 Every one of the four banana plants has fruited and we are now awaiting a 

great harvest.  The garden itself is looking very beautiful, as usual,  except for 

the left hand border alongside the church which is 

being left until the required drainage work there is 

completed, watch this space. A number of our gar-

dening  volunteers are  back in England now for 

the summer, so any help is appreciated. As an ex-

ample, our very willing Church Warden Jonathan 

has been digging around the borders and replacing 

old plants.  Much of the ongoing work  of the gar-

den like weeding, clearing leaves ( an all year 

round job here!)  and lawn strimming and mowing is taken up by the regulars. 

We hope you enjoy the photos of the highlights and we hope you will soon be 

back to see the garden.  - Robert Gardiner and the team..     

  

 

be “placed before The House”. Palmerston ruled in favour of the dissenters 
and considered that “her Majesty’s pleasure had ceased”! Lowe was to be re-
moved, but the Bishop of London was enraged and refused to remove his li-
cence, or to recognise a replacement. 
 
Lord Campden observed of the meeting in Madeira in 1847 at which Lowe was 
denounced: “most were dissenters of various denominations, Socinians, Pres-
byterians, Weslyans etc, others, infidels, 
profligates, bankrupts, etc, and some 
professing members of the church who 
never attend service and others who 
attend rarely”! He also observed that 
“the Consul was Presbyterian, and the 
Secretary of State (Lord Aberdeen) be-
longs to the same sect”!  Lord Campden 
concluded that “it must be admitted that 
the Churchmen of Madeira and their 
Chaplain have not Christians of all de-
nominations on their side”.  
 
So, we disturbed a few ghosts no doubt! 
 
By the time we get to November, we hope to have lodged a bid for funding 
with the help of the Architect João Paredes, who has considerable experience 
presenting successful bids for other churches in Madeira. He has almost fin-
ished his architectural survey which has highlighted the unique nature of this 
Church in the heritage of his island. It contains intriguing geometrical religious 
symbolism representing God in Creation and the pathway from “the profane to 
the sacred” I hope João will make a presentation of his work on 25th Novem-
ber. He has already made an interim report to Council which members found 
fascinating. 
 
We have identified serious drainage work that needs to be carried out and a 
major structural defect affecting the east wall of the church as well as general 
refurbishment that we need to fund. There are other internal possibilities 
which might be considered in due course.  Forty two people declared their sup-
port for our Church at our splendid dinner in the House of Lords. Please consid-
er joining the party on 25th November!! 
We make a special mention of Ricardo da Silva who created special gifts for 
each of the diners – original paintings of the church for the men and painted 
fans for the ladies – which are fine mementos of the occasion.  
Thank you, Ricardo.  



  

 

 

 

Birthday Celebrations at  Holy Trinity 
This edition of the magazine is proud to announce Birthday Celebrations 
for two well respected Ladies - Elisabeth and Maureen. 

Elizabeth celebrating her 97th Birthday 

  

 

 Birthday Celebrations at  Holy Trinity 
This edition of the magazine is proud to announce Birthday Celebrations 
for two well respected Ladies - Elisabeth and Maureen. 

Maureen celebrating her 80th Birthday Elizabeth celebrating her 97th Birthday 


