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A Church that likes Visitors 
Whilst serving cakes, madeira wine, tea and coffee at the reception after 
a service on a Sunday, the one question that gets ask more than any   
other is:-  “How many of the congregation are local to the island?” 
The answer of course varies due to the time of year and if you count 
“swallows” or not, but even in our low season (August) less than 30% of 
the people in church will live locally and during our busy  months ( De-
cember to Easter) the likelihood is that 90% of all the people in Church 
will be visitors to the island. 
Chatting over a cup of tea, after the service, is a great way to hear stories 
from our visitors. None more so than the family and friends who chose 
Madeira and Holy Trinity in particular to meet up. If you consider they 
were travelling from the Caribbean, North America and Europe, then it 
makes sense but when you consider the logistics involved of finding suit-
able flights and hotels for everyone , one becomes even more impressed 
and thankful that they chose  our church during their visit. 

 
The truth of the matter is that we need all of our visitors in order to help 
maintain our wonderful church and we encourage even more visitors by 
having concerts 7 days a week. We have some very talented musicians 
who use the church´s excellent acoustics to bring out the best from their  
instruments in a variety of genres.  The concert programme can be found 
inside the back cover. 



  

 

 

25th November 2017 
Hotel Porto Mare, Funchal 

7.00pm for 8pm 
This is a fundraising dinner for the Bicentenary Appeal                                                               

for the Restoration of Holy Trinity Church Funchal.                                                                 
The ticket price is inclusive of dinner, wine and donation.                                          

Our guests include                                                                                                                                                               
The President of Madeira, The Bishop of Europe, The Archdeacon of Gibraltar. 

At 7.20pm the Architect João Paredes will give a presentation                                                                                 
of the unique features of the Church and its religious symbolism. 

 
Ticket price €60     Dress: Smart (Jacket & Tie) 

revjwblair@gmail.com 

A Formal Invitation 

on behalf of the 

Holy Trinity Church 

Funchal 

mailto:revjwblair@gmail.com


  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A view from the parsonage: 

We have celebrated Harvest 2017, decorated our Church 
(beautifully) with flowers and produce, and given thanks to God 
for his loving kindness and providence. We sang a few favourite 
hymns, and we gave passing thought to those who wonder why 
this providence seems to pass them by. This unequal world will 
be the same next October when we repeat the exercise. On refec-
tion, you know, the happiest church community I ever experi-
enced in all my ministry was in the poverty of Conception, Para-
guay. I wouldn’t have wanted to live there for too long, because I 
am the product of comfortable living, and I certainly wouldn’t 
want to be ill in that place, but the experience haunts me and trou-
bles my conscience. Harvest as we know it made no sense there, 
but the Harvest of The Kingdom was abundant.  

I found this poem by Su Ben: 
 
Let Me be a Godly Man of Harvest 
 
“When you reap the harvest of your land, moreover, you shall not 
reap to the very corners of your field, nor gather the gleaning of 
your harvest; you are to leave them for the needy and al-
ien…” (Leviticus 23:22) 
 

Because of YOUR blessing we stand on this piece of land 
YOU allotted to us; we cultivated this land and sow the seeds 
because YOU brought us the season of spring, 
 

during long, long summer days  
YOU gave us the glaring sun and timely rains    
to make our crops grow, though we tended with sweat, 
I know crops won’t grow without YOUR boundless love and care; 

https://www.poetrysoup.com/poem/let_me_be_a_godly_man_of_harvest_729408


  

 

 

 
the crops grew up healthy and strong fed by the sun 
the crops grown tall drinking of plenty of overflowing rain,  
and now, rolling through the field as a big sea of golden waves; 
 

O my LORD  
it is the season of abundance,  
it is the time of, because of YOUR grace,  
the fruition of our sweat and toil, the manifestation  
of YOUR everlasting love unto us, our hand therefore, 
be not of the tight-fisted ones  
 

let us not harvest from those who gather the gleanings  
but leave them in the field where we passed through,   
thereby the needy can fill their empty basket;  
let us not pluck off all the fruits on the tree 
but leave some of them thereby some weary wayfarer to fill  
his empty stomach and pack remaining fruits in his knapsack 
and set off again   
 

because of YOUR blessing  
now, I stored grains and goods in the barn to the ceiling;  
however, don’t turn me arrogant from material richness  
nor behave insolently against my neighbours, but fearing   
GOD and standing as a burning candle that bashfully face YOU  
to manifest and glorify YOU the FATHER ALMIGHTY. 
 
There are still some tickets available for the Bicentenary Gala Din-
ner on 25th November, for those who might be on the Island on hol-
iday. We will have the Bishop of Europe with us, Bishop Robert 
Innes, and 2 gentlemen will be Confirmed by him on Sunday 26th. 
There will be a lunch in the garden after that 11am Service.  Do get 
in touch with us if you want to join the festivities.  
 
It is good to see the Swallows return, after the long hot sum-
mer. The congregation is growing in size again, and we are be-
ginning to turn our minds to Christmas. Happy Days!  
 
Every Blessing 
J 
——————————————————————————— 
Just a reminder about the Christmas Fair on Saturday 2nd December 



  

 

MESSY CHURCH 
 

On Friday 19th September forty (40) children were invited to the Eng-
lish Church to take part in “Messy Church”.  This is a wonderful idea 
to get children to see church as fun, as well as somewhere to learn 
amazing things. 

Our theme for this first in Madeira 

was The Ten Commandments.   The 

children split into groups of four 

and clutching their ´passports´ they 

went round the nine ( one com-

bined) bases in the next two hours.  

The first Commandment - Love the 

Lord your God was a sticking activi-

ty decorating a red heart. The sec-

ond - Love your neighbour was the 

story of the Good Samaritan.  Com-

mandment three was Don´t speak 

wrongly of your God so they 

changed the words of All Things 

Bright and Beautiful to be meaningful to themselves.  Commandment 

four - the Day of Rest - was a very popular refreshment base! 

 Commandment five 

encouraged the chil-

dren to Honour their 

Mother and Father by 

making a thank you 

card for their parents. 

Commandment six and 

seven were combined 

and the children made 

different words from 

the words Adultery 

and Murder.   



  

 

 

Commandment eight was hilarious fun as they children thought about 

stealing by having ribbons tucked in and then trying to get other peo-

ples.  Number nine was a list of real and false statements for the chil-

dren to choose and they talked about lying.  Commandment number 

ten to finish it off was a memory game of things one might covet. As 

you can see from the photos the children enjoyed this experience and 

we believe they will go away and think about how they direct their lives 

according to God´s directions. It was such a privilege to have these chil-

dren with us and without the idea of Messy Church we would all have 

missed out on a wonderful afternoon. 

A big thank you from Holy Trinity to all of the 
children and teachers from the international 
schools in Funchal 



  

 

 

Harvest Lunch 
Sunday 1st October 



  

 

Harvest Lunch 
Sunday 1st October 



  

 

The Quire 

Jill and I belong to the Pembrokeshire West Gallery Quire, part of the West Gallery 
Music Association (WGMA) which was founded in 1990. 

30 years ago few people had even heard of West Gallery music. Even fewer had under-
taken any research into its history, repertoire, or style, and the best advice that could 

be given to an enquirer was to read Thomas Har-
dy’s novel Under the Greenwood Tree which fea-
tured such a quire.  

WG music flourished between 1740 and 1860, 
and came about through a movement toward 
singing psalms in church which had been restrict-
ed by the Puritans. At that time there were no 
organs or other musical instruments in churches 
and so the singing was learnt from the ‘minister 
or other fit person’. Gradually, local instrumen-
talists would be engaged as a band to support 
the singers, and to accommodate this growing 
‘quire’ many churches constructed a gallery at 
the west end of the nave. Often local and itiner-
ant artisans with musical knowledge would pro-
duce hymn and psalm tunes for the quires. 

It was Thomas Hardy who first referred to the combination of instrumentalists and 
singers as a “Quire”. This term, again, would not have been recognised at the time. 
“Quire”, however, has been adopted by many revival groups in the WGMA, the constit-
uent parts being referred to as “band” and “singers”. 

Although WG music could be found across the country, it is not known where it start-
ed, and no church or meeting house claims to be the pioneer. No journal reported its 
progress. It seems rather to have developed by a trial-and-error process, with no guid-
ance from the Church of England hierarchy or the national assemblies of the Free 
Churches. Nor were there national uniform standards. The make-up of the band and 
their repertoire varied widely, and the parson or minister often exercised little control 
over them.  

With the introduction of organs and robed choirs during the 19th century, WG music 
faded away. However, hand-written and printed manuscripts continue to come to 
light, together with contemporary accounts, and has led to a strong revivalist move-
ment springing up in recent decades. The WGMA is now supported by more than 30 
quires around the country, many of whom perform with period instruments and in 
period costume. 

Rev Bob Lewis   For further information see www.wgma.org.uk. 

 (Compiled with reference to “Good Singing Still” by Rollo Woods) 

http://www.wgma.org.uk


  

 

 MADEIRAN RESTAURANT REVIEW 

This is one of the best restaurants in the higher price range in Funchal. It is 
called Armazem do Sal or The Salt Warehouse and is situated quite near the 
yellow square and the town gate in Rua da Alfandega, Funchal. They have a 
website www.armazemdosal.com.  It opens Monday to Friday from 12.00- 
15.00 and 18.30-23.00 and Saturday 18.30 to 23.00.   

In this 200 year  old ,ex salt warehouse you 
experience a wonderful feast for the eye and 
palate in an atmosphere old  and mysterious 
with black and white  old photos to enjoy  and 
yet feels open and light.  The staff  are incredi-
bly attentive but are not too overbearing. 

The menus range a la carte plus an extra value 
5 courses or a Gastronomic journey around 
Madeiran Cuisine of 7 courses ( some  only 

sorbet  or  a small taster but most are very generous portions)      The courses 
include espada fish//tuna/poncha – the local drink /pork/maracuja pudding 
and local cheeses.  I have to say we didn’t try this but opted for the 5 course 
menu that amazed our taste buds.   We started with fresh made bread in oil 
and balsamic vinegar dip, then a taster pre-starter 
with a mix of flavours then I had prawns wrapped 
in strands and deep fried  on a bed of various 
things including scallop.  Main course was duck 
cooked in two ways and both utterly delicious.  I 
have never tasted duck so good, accompanied by 
a puree and salad items 

Dessert was a crème brûlée of mandarin orange 

and chocolate ice cream and even the coffee 

came with home-made biscuits   I was the driver 

for the night but Graham enjoyed the array of 

different wines and drinks that arrived with each 

course as part of a 20 euro package.  He had six 

glasses for that!  The prices were around 20 euro for an a-la-carte item to 32 

euro for our deal and 65 euro for the around Madeira package.    I would highly 

recommend this place.  If you wish to book the following numbers may be 

helpful 291241285 or mobile 919314411  

http://www.armazemdosal.com


  

 

Supper night 

Our next supper night is Saturday 21 October.  All are welcome to attend this 
social event, we serve a 2 course meal at 6.30 followed by a film.  Names  to 
Jean Faulkner on shallomhouse@freeuk.co.uk or Reverend John Blair on 
revjwblair@gmail.com by Wednesday previous if possible. Cost is 12.5e with 
a cash bar available. 

Tonight's film is "Roman Holiday"; prepare to be transported to romantic Italy 
with Mediterranean pasta salad followed by creamy panacotta with mixed 

berries all prepared in authentic Italian style and romantically hand served at 
table by our delightful team. Why not add a lovely chilled glass of wine? 

Then sit back and enjoy the film 

Take Gregory Peck, combine him with Audrey Hepburn, mix the two with 
stunning Italian scenery and a romantic plot and you have a beautiful film! 
Delightful. 

 



  

 

 



  

 

Here are the details of a newly published history book of Funchal and Madeira: 

  

History of Funchal :       p.2017 - the first academic publication in English by Madeira 
University Student Assoc. publications 

publisher: Imprenza Académica   (University of Madeira Students Union) 

ISBN  9978-989-99638-8-7 

Author Rui Carita 

Translation to English: Fabio Faria 

English Version Revision editing 
Cefyn Embling-Evans 

Format: soft card cover 

Size:  230mm x 205mm x 23mm 

pages 256 

Retail price 22 euros plus postage 

  

Profusely illustrated, the book traces 
the history of Funchal and Madeira 
from its earliest origins  until the 21st 
century. When Professor Carita wrote 
the original Portuguese version in 
2015, it was the first time an academic 
history of the island had been attempt-
ed that focused exclusively on the city 
and the socio-political factors that gov-
erned its success. 

When a revision was considered for 
2017, the university decided to take the 
opportunity to produce it in English. 
The book was launched at the European 
Parliament in September 2017. 

  

Cefyn Embling-Evans, the archivist and 
historian of Holy Trinity church (the 
English Church) was approached by the 
University Students Union Association 
to oversee the revisions and final edit-
ing of the text and illustration captions 
etc. His services were given freely. All profits from the publication go towards finan-
cially supporting students in need at the university through its bursary and pasto-
ral programmes. Commission from sales of the book through the church itself go to-
wards church funds. 

 



  

 

 



  

 PARISH STAFF AND OFFICERS 
 

Chaplain:       Canon John Blair  
The Parsonage 
Rua da Quebra Costas no.20 

  Funchal 9000 - 034 
    Madeira Portugal 
Tel:              291 222 334   
Email:    holytrinity.chaplain@gmail.com 
                   (NON-WORKING DAYS Monday & Friday) 

 
Honorary Assistant Chaplain:         Judith Weston 
 
Lay Readers:  Bill Weston  and  Michael Duckett 
 
Churchwardens: 
Jonathan Calvert    961 080 555 
  calvertgray@hotmail.com 
                            
Richard Colclough 927 632 620 
  racolclough@gmail.com 
 
Council Secretary  
   
 
Council Treasurer:   Michael Evans 
 
Organist:     Dr Melvin Bird 
 
Friends Association:  Jean Faulkner 

 friendssecretaryHTC@outlook.com 
 

Please visit our website and blog: 
www.holytrinitychurchmadeira.com 

http://holytrinitychurchmadeira.wordpress.com 

mailto:holytrinity.chaplain@gmail.com
mailto:FriendssecretaryHTC@outlook.com
http://www.holytrinitychurchmadeira.com
http://holytrinitychurchmadeira.wordpress.com

