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The Right Reverend Dr. Robert Innes The Bishop in Europe 
  

The message of Christmas is so much bigger and better than the trappings 
of Christmastime! As I write these words, the temperature is about 23 de-
grees. The red hot poker and bird of paradise are in flower and large 
bunches of bananas are hanging from the trees. I am visiting the island of 
Madeira - a thousand miles away from the land of Charles Dickens ‘A 
Christmas Carol’ and the German Christmas markets which have so con-
ditioned the contemporary northern European Christmastime. So the ab-
sence of some familiar trappings (like cold weather!) turns me back to the 
gospel and to the great mystery of the incarnation recounted by St. John.  

‘In the beginning’, says St. John, ‘was the Word. And the Word was with 
God and the Word was God.’ The good news, with which John’s gospel 
starts, is that we human beings are not first in the world nor alone in the 
world. The Word is first and has come to us. He is before us and with us. 
So, John’s prologue lifts us above history, into a mystery: the glorious 
world of God’s eternity, glory and saving purposes. John talks about the 
nature of God. He explains who Jesus is. And he announces who we can 
become through believing in him. 

In John’s Prologue, the most important affirmation about God is the last 
one: that God is Father. God is in a unique way the Father of Jesus Christ, 
and he seeks a warm, intimate relationship with all who will receive, be-
lieve and abide in him.  

Jesus is sent from God bringing light and life. He is like one torch lit from 
another. But the light is in continual tension with darkness. The darkness 
doesn’t understand or comprehend the light. But neither can it overcome 
the light and put it out. There is a blindness in the world which means that 
people don’t know the light when it comes. So when Jesus comes to his 
own people they receive him not.  

Yet to those who do believe, Jesus gives the power to become children of 
God, children of the same heavenly father. It has been called a ‘leap of 
faith’. But that makes belief in Jesus sound weird or irrational. We might 
better talk about a ‘leap of imagination’. It is about daring to imagine the 
colours in which our lives could be painted. It is about extending our 
minds to comprehend a person who embodies goodness and truth and 
grace.  

To put it another way, believing in Jesus is a matter of growing in rela-
tionship with the truth. We have dismally learnt to think of ourselves as 

  

 

 

 



  

 

Supper Night? 
We continue to  have our monthly Supper Nights  followed by the 
showing of a film but recently the numbers that attend have been 
down.  So we would really like to know what you think and how we 
can improve things . Are the times convenient ? Do we need to change 
the type of film we show or is the menu not to your taste ?Previous 
films shown this year include “Roman Holiday” and “Eye in the Sky” 
with Helen Mirren. What would you prefer? 

Our last supper night was on Saturday 9 December. 
In all thirteen people attended this social event. We 
served a 2 course meal at 6.30 followed by the film 
which was  "Hidden Figures", set in the deep 
South USA . 3 amazing women, demonstrate how 
their intelligence, talent and sheer determination 
enabled them to succeed in the racist discriminato-
ry setting of the NASA space centre.  Set in the 
1960s it is a truly inspirational tale.  

The themed meal was Creole chicken accompa-
nied by sweet potato and a green salad and  followed by a colourful 
and delicious dessert - Knickerbocker Glory. All washed down with 
a lovely chilled glass of wine! 

The next film will be the  “Dead Men Tell No Tales” on Saturday 20th 
January. Names  to Jean Faulkner on shallomhouse@freeuk.co.uk  
by Wednesday previous if possible. Cost is 12.5e with a cash bar 
available.  

SPECIAL SERVICE LEADING UP TO CHRISTMAS 

Service of Nine Lessons and Carols  Thurs. 21st December at 6.30pm 

Followed by mulled wine and mince pies  

  

MIDNIGHT MASS 

24th December  at 11.30pm 

  

 

‘post-truth’ – a society where truth is simply lost in emotion and clamour 
and nothing can be believed. Instead, the Christmas gospel invites us to a 
relationship with the God who is truth where we can find enduring stability 
and peace.  

The final verse of John’s prologue is the climax towards which the passage 
is building. “The Word became flesh and dwelt among us, full of grace and 
truth.” This is the astonishing affirmation that the God who is eternal spirit 
becomes man in a particular time and a particular place in human history. 
God becomes flesh – this stuff which is mortal, so fragile, so easily dam-
aged. 

Amongst all the Christmas gifts, this is the supreme gift – God’s greatest 
ever gift to the world. It is the gift of a person full of grace – of loveliness, 
goodness, graciousness – in contrast to the ungraciousness and ugliness 
into which he is born. And it is a gift, a person, full of truth – reality, integ-
rity, trustworthiness. In fragile flesh he comes and dwells, or literally 
‘pitches his tent’, amongst us. And what a resonant image that is in our cur-
rent circumstances. God who is outside space and time comes into human 
reality to transform it from within. 

The incarnation is an event which human beings have from time to time 
realized is of world changing significance. Which is why people were right 
to reset our Western calendar at zero to mark this birthday. And in our own 
day and in our Anglican diocese in Europe I meet individual Christians and 
churches who are inspired by their own encounter with Jesus to do things 
which make a difference. Building bridges between people of different 
countries, creating community, reaching out to strangers, helping – those 
fleeing as refugees to find a new home. 

We each of us have a tendency, sometimes called ‘sin’ to turn in on our-
selves. Perversely, we often prefer darkness to light and perhaps in this past 
year the sense of darkness has seemed stronger. But as we prepare for 
Christmas we recollect again that the light comes into the world in the per-
son of Jesus, that the darkness has not overcome it, and that the inspiration 
Jesus has provided to his followers continues to ensure that the light shines 
brightly.    

Wherever you live in our vast European diocese, I wish each of you and 
your families a very happy Christmas. And I hope that during 2018, what-
ever the year ahead brings, God will irradiate your lives with his presence 
and peace. 

 

 

 

+Robert Gibraltar in Europe 



  

 

 

ONE NOVEMBER WEEKEND AT HTC FUNCHAL 

We approached the last weekend in November with excitement here at 
HTC Funchal ( The English Church) On the Friday  our archdeacon the 
Archdeacon of Gibraltar arrived with his wife and the church meeting 
he chaired proved very fruitful for our situation with Chaplain John 
Blair leaving at the end of the year.  There were more serious issues 
about finding a permanent Safeguarding Officer.   Getting Diocese 

forms completed 
and on time and 
the news that the 
fund we pay into 
as a church to 
cover Diocese 
costs is to rise by 
20% in 2018.  In 
the face of our 
carrying a deficit 
this will be very 
difficult for us 
but the Archdea-
con did try to 
explain the rea-

sons and how the Diocese costs themselves have greatly increased 
( paying for Safeguarding being a major contributor). We will therefore 
be looking at our Electoral Roll and approaching some members in an 
attempt to reduce the number for which we have to contribute. 

The Archdeacon talked through a number of options in regard to ap-
pointing our next Chaplain but highly recommended a good length 
break between Chaplains. 

Saturday saw the arrival of the Bishop of Europe ( The Venerable Rob-
ert Innes) for his first visit to Madeira.  He is our very own Bishop but 
also responsible for hundreds of others in 42 countries so we felt highly 
honoured to receive this visit.  The two confirmation candidates had 
breakfast with the Bishop and then later the Council met him over 
lunch.   Each was asked for their views on  the future. The subject of 
reconciliation was raised by many but there was also recognition of the 
many works undertaken and how they could increase.  It was also rec-
ognised that the few regulars were doing a wonderful job in  making 
HTC a precious place of worship for so many and even reaching out in 
new ways to children ( Messy Church) and the community and  being a 
great part of the Bicentenary Appeal to restore and update  what we 
have.  The Bishop had visited the Cemetery and said he thought it was 
the most interesting place of rest  he had  ever visited, and I am sure he 
has visited many! 

  

 

Creole Chicken with Pineapple 

Since there were so many who enjoyed our “Themed Dinner” in the Chaplaincy, 

we thought you might like to recreate this recipe for yourselves. 

 “Pineapple, banana, chillies and lemon com-

bine to make a sweet, hot and sour dish of 

perfection.” 

Cut the chicken into twelve pieces and season 

with salt and black pepper plus 2 tablespoons 

of lemon juice. 

Trim the spring onions and chop . Trim celery 

and cut into slices reserving some of the 

leaves . Prepare the chillies by halving, re-

moving the seeds then dicing. Prepare the 

pineapple into bite-sized pieces or use a 

canned alternative. Chop the banana and 

mash together with the rest of the lemon 

juice. 

Melt butter in a large pan. Add chicken and 

fry until golden (approx. 10 minutes). Remove 

from the pan. Add vegetables and pineapple 

to the pan and fry until they soften and 

brown. Add banana and return chicken to the 

pan, seasoning with salt, pepper and pepper 

sauce. 

Separate coriander leaves from the stems, putting some aside for garnishing. 

Finely chop the rest and add to the pan along with the chicken stock . Bring to 

the boil, cover and simmer for 30 minutes until tender. 

Serve garnished with celery and coriander leaves. 

This recipe originated in Trinidad. 

 

Ingredients (serves 4) 

1.5kg 3lbs of chicken 

Salt and pepper to taste 

3 tbsp. of lemon juice 

3 spring onions 

4 celery stalks 

2 green chillies 

1/2 pineapple 

1 banana 

40g or 1.5 oz butter 

A few drops of pepper sauce 

Fresh coriander sprigs 

150ml  or 1/4 pint of chicken 

stock 

Preparation 30 minutes 

Cooking 45 minutes 



  

 

A Madeiran Christmas 

Christmas in Funchal is now in full swing with the ceremony of switching on the 

lights on the 1st of December 

marking the beginning of the 

Christmas Celebrations. Market 

stalls abound selling Madeiran 

food and drink. If you have never 

experienced Christmas in Funchal 

or the New Years Fireworks, I do 

recommend, at least once in your 

lifetime , that you save up enough 

money for the extortionate airfare 

and sample the wonders of a Madeiran Christmas. There is nothing quite like it. 

The excitement of Christmas coupled with a laid-back atmosphere. I think the 

lights are amazing and each parish has its own full sized Nativity scene. With the 

mild Madeiran climate you can wander through the streets for hours on end 

marvelling at the spectacle. The spheres of lights seem to be a particular favour-

ite this year. 

A special thank you to Melvin Roberts for 

supplying the front cover photo and the 

photographs on this page 

  

 

 

In the evening came the Bicentenary Gala Dinner in the Porto Mare Hotel 
Funchal. We all dressed up; got our money out ( this was a fundraiser par 
excellence); and had nibbles and fizz. 

There followed an excellent, comprehensive and very interesting talk by 
the Architect who is doing the work of  
surveying , costing and preparing all the 
papers needed to submit our proposals for 
European Funding.  The plans were a 
work of art and his ideas many 
and .splendid.  We may only get 40% 
funding but God willing we can get 60% 
and that would be much more manageable. 

Following this exciting plan we enjoyed a 
designer food feast (lots of little courses) with  our friends and friends of 
the church and on top table there was no less than A Bishop, a Vice Presi-
dent  and an Alderman  along with a surgeon from the hospital.  There 
were many more special people there 
including the Blandy family but we all 
felt special that evening! And hopefully 
raised a good amount towards the Fund. 
We thank John Blair for organising this 
and the Blandy family for supporting it 
so generously.  If you might consider this 
Fund as one of your charities  please let 
me know! I will keep you up to date on 
how the application for funds goes. 

To top off our weekend we had a special service led by the Bishop and 
the Archdeacon and including the Confirmation of 
two of our congregation.  It was a very moving act 
of worship and the Bishop´s sermon was about in-
difference and the danger of it. 

As if we were still hungry, we had a Pot Luck 

Lunch in the Trinity Rooms after the service  and 

again  this was a delight of food prepared by the 

usual great cooks……. 

and so with a days sightseeing on the Monday our 

wonderful guests flew back to their homes and life 

gets back to ´normal´….  Just in time for the 

Christmas Fair!          

                                                      Jean F      shallomhouse@freeuk.co.uk 



  

 

 

The Confirmation of both John and Ian took 
place on Sunday 26th November 2017 at  
Holy Trinity Church Funchal 

  

 

 
    

Thank You 

As the longest serving Church Warden. I would like to thank Canon John 
Blair, our retiring Chaplain, for all the time he gave us; organising all the con-
certs in the church; for putting us on new paths and starting the Bicentennial 
Project and Appeal. We thank you for  your  input; dedication and generosity 
and we  wish you and Jean the very best for the future. 

      Jonathan Pestana-Calvert 



  

 

Sayonara  

There is no perfect way to say goodbye! But I am rather taken with the Japa-
nese word Sayonara which basically states that this is the way life has turned 
out and I’m going!  

“For Sayonara, literally translated, 'Since it must be so,' of all the good-byes I 
have heard is the most beautiful. Unlike the Auf Wiedershens Au revoirs, it 
does not try to cheat itself by any bravado 'Till we meet again,' any sedative 
to postpone the pain of separation. It does not evade the issue like the sturdy 
blinking Farewell. Farewell is a father's good-bye. It is - 'Go out in the world 
and do well, my son.' It is encouragement and admonition. It is hope and 
faith. But it passes over the significance of the moment; of parting it says 
nothing. It hides its emotion. It says too little. While Good-bye ('God be with 
you') and Adios say too much. They try to bridge the distance, almost to deny 
it. Good-bye a prayer, a ringing cry. 'You must not go - I cannot bear to have 
you go! But you shall not go alone, unwatched. God will be with you. God's 
hand will over you' and even - underneath, hidden, but it is there, incorrigible 
- 'I will be with you; I will watch you - always.' It is a mother's good-bye. But 
Sayonara neither too much nor too little. It is a simple acceptance of fact. All 
understanding of life lies in its limits. All emotion, smouldering, is banked up 
behind it. But it says nothing. It is really the unspoken good-bye, the pressure 
of a hand, 'Sayonara.” Anne Morrow Lindbergh, North to the Orient 

Holy Trinity Church has been part of our lives for 10 years now, and I con-
sider it to have been a great privilege to have been Chaplain here for these 
last 3+ years. It would have been good to stay a while longer but that was not 
to be. Jean & I have enjoyed living in the parsonage and making many lasting 
friendships amongst the resident population and so many regular visitors. I 
leave at a time when people are focussed on the possibilities for the future 
development of our Church and it restoration to mark its 200th Anniversary. I 
am delighted that Ian Norris has agreed to hold this together as the Council 
seeks funding.  

I shall now cheat unashamedly and borrow some words from others more 
eloquent that I, to express some of the emotions I feel. 

“Some people come into our lives and quickly go. Some stay for a while, 
leave footprints on our hearts, and we are never, ever the same.” Flavia 
Weedn, Forever 

“I wanted a perfect ending. Now I’ve learned, the hard way, that some poems 
don’t rhyme, and some stories don’t have a clear beginning, middle, and end. 
Life is about not knowing, having to change, taking the moment and making 
the best of it, without knowing what’s going to happen next.” Gilda Radner 
1946-1989 

“How lucky am I to have something that makes saying good-bye so 
hard.”A.A. Milne 

I pray God will guide you all and grant you peace and happiness. 

Happy Christmas too!  With love , — Canon John 

  

 
 

A day “out of the ordinary” for the English Church in Funchal 



  

 

 

 

The Christmas Fair 2nd December 

 

  

 

 The Christmas Fair 2nd December 

 Once again due  to 
the changeable 
weather the Fair was 
held inside the church 
this year,  but it didn´t  
dampen our spirits at 
all! The Christmas Fair 
managed to raise 
1086 euros for church 
funds 


