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Church Warden Notes
Instead of the usual ramblings of the Church Wardens, in this issue we print in
full the Report on the Proceedings of the Council and the Activities of the Chaplaincy by Richard Colclough, dated 28th March 2019, at the Annual Meeting.
Introduction
I am submitting this annual report as
Churchwarden, due to the period of interregnum that we currently have.
Chaplain Recruitment
As reported at last year´s meeting, we have
commenced the process of replacing the
chaplain. The process started in earnest
following last years meeting and included
the Archdeacon coming to the island to
assist in the decision making process that
we needed to go through as part of the
recruitment process.
The Parish Profile was rewritten and financial decisions taken as to the affordability of different scenarios. Due to the size of the core congregation and
known requirements of the residents, it was decided that an appointment of
three days a week would be sufficient. This does mean that the elected Council will need to continue to undertake the administrative duties of the Chaplaincy, to free the chaplain´s time for pastoral matters.
Papers were submitted and the advertisement placed. There was an applicant
who subsequently withdrew their application. We are now at the stage of the
advert running continuously. (Since this report was submitted 2 candidates
have come forward and will be interviewed by members of the Church Council
in London at the end of April).
I am pleased to report that we have been very fortunate to have secured the
services of a continuous number and variety of Locum Chaplains—each of
whom have brought their own individual skills to our Chaplaincy and as a result we have been able to cover all of our pastoral activities since the departure of Rev. Canon John Blair in December 2017.
Restoration and Maintenance
Council also re-evaluated the restoration plans, which were discussed with the
Archdeacon. It has been decided that concentrating on the existing facilities
and bringing them up to date would be a better use of resources than concen-

Please note that The Church does not accept any responsibility for changes
that the musicians may make to their weekly concerts.

SUPPER NIGHT
Our next supper night is Saturday 18 May. All are welcome
to attend this social event; we serve a 2 course meal at 6.30
followed by a film. Names, please, to Jean Faulkner at
shallomhouse@freeuk.co.uk or on
(00351)965733057 by Wednesday
previous. Cost is 12.50e with a cash
bar available. Tonight we encounter
that delightful bear Paddington in

PADDINGTON 2
We all know Paddington’s favourite
foods so tonight we will serve a beef
casserole with Marmalade honey
vegetables followed by Paddington’s
favourite pud, Cracken (honey and
yoghurt) Why not try a crisp white wine or delicious full bodied red to accompany? Then prepare to be thoroughly entertained with our film:
Paddington is happily settled with the Brown family in Windsor Gardens, where he has become a popular member of the
community, spreading joy and marmalade wherever he
goes. While searching for the perfect present for his beloved
Aunt Lucy's 100th birthday, Paddington spots a unique popup book in Mr. Gruber's antique shop, and embarks upon a
series of odd jobs to buy it. But when the book is stolen, it's
up to Paddington and the Browns to unmask the thief.
Final note, as we have to pre-order the food if you cancel sorry but we
will have to ask you to pay

trating on the basement area. Work has started with the garden and the water
ingress problems in the basement and some remedial work has been taken at
the cemetery.
It is still planned to replace the pews, which will need refurbishing in the near
future whatever happens.
Finances
Our finances appear in a much better state than reported last year due to the
sometimes difficult decisions Council has made.
Activities and Worship
The main problem that we have at the moment is the aging of our active members, with fewer being available each year. Although church attendance generally runs at around 90-120 each week, only about a dozen are core members of
the chaplaincy.
Support to our Local Community
We have become more involved in supporting local charities and donations
have been made to a Special Needs School, an Orphanage, The Royal British
Legion and the Liga dos Combatentes.
Church Council
The Chaplaincy Church Council has continued a programme of regular meetings
during the year in order to oversee the running of the Church and Cemetery.

Just to
whet your
appetite
for the
coming
Flower
Festival
In the Church’s liturgy there is the greatest dramatic distance between Good
Friday and Easter Sunday. Good Friday recalls the arrest of Jesus, Peter’s betrayal, the trials before Pilate and Herod, the baying crowd, the scourging and
crucifixion. These are all events which depict the darkest aspects of human
nature and which are expressed in sombre reflection and meditative music.
Easter Sunday is a complete contrast centring on a garden tomb, a stone rolled
away and the presence of angels impelling us to declare with organ and trumpets: ‘Thine be the glory, risen conquering Son: endless is the victory thou o’er
death hast won.’
But Easter Sunday doesn’t simply cancel out Good Friday. It is not as if God
somehow switches on a light that turns night into day, so that fortunate Christians can now live in a peaceable world where love and grace simply dissolve
human sin and failure. Instead, what we see in the pages of the New Testament, are the implications of Easter Sunday being progressively and challengingly worked out in the lives of individuals and communities. The church is
born as people work out an answer to the question: ‘What does it mean that
the crucified Jesus is now alive with God and also present with those who follow him?’
Holy Week this year has for many of us been dominated by the images of
Notre-Dame de Paris being consumed by flames – a church which is a literary,
cultural and religious symbol for the whole of France. But not just for France;
for Notre-Dame is a treasure of European Christianity. In those flames we saw
and felt a piece of European civilisation being destroyed.
Of all the many images we have seen of the fire, there was one which particularly grabbed public attention. It depicted the interior of the building, strewn
with rubble and ashes with the huge empty cross suspended above the altar.

Where is it?
Sítio da Lagoa ,
Regional Road
101 , 9230-018
Arco de S. Jorge
Santana

We visited on 25th
April and it had rained
heavily earlier but
stayed fine for our
morning visit followed by lunch in the
nearby village of São
Jorge at Casa da
Palha– Prawn Soup in
a loaf followed by
Chicken casserole/
lamb casserole and
finished off with
homemade ice cream

Quinta do Arco Rose Garden
Situated on the north of the island in the village of Arco do São Jorge, within the
grounds of a hotel, is a wonderful Rose Garden. Access is gained through the hotel
and on payment at Reception, you are at
liberty to wander through the lush hotel
gardens along a meandering path before
making it to one of the best attractions on
the island.
The Rose Garden with 1,550 different varieties and more than 17,000 rose plants is
the largest collection in the whole of Portugal and opens from April to December.

Strangely – was it a trick of the light? – the cross shone out through the dust and
smoke with apparent luminescence. It was an image which conveyed the hope of
Easter resurrection amidst the ruins of Good Friday.
Mercifully, no-one was killed in the great fire of Notre-Dame. But that fire put me
in mind of another fire: the Grenfell Tower disaster of June 2017. A far cry from
the architectural beauty of Paris, Grenfell was built in the unlovely 1960s brutalist
style. Home to less well-off families from all over the world, the Grenfell fire killed
72 people and was one of the UK’s worst modern disasters.
One less well-known response to Grenfell is the ‘Cornwall Hugs Grenfell’ initiative.
Inspired by a verse from the psalms and the urge to do something to help, its
founder, Esmé Page, had the idea of putting a Cornish holiday on the horizon of
every Grenfell resident and firefighter family: ‘a time to rest, a time to let the
beautiful Cornish countryside bless these people and work its gentle magic’. Beyond the natural beauty, traumatised Grenfell residents have had the opportunity
to experience the kindness and care of individuals and families from very different
circumstances and backgrounds to their own. Of those who survived the fire, 29%
have now been to Cornwall through the project. None of this undoes the terrible
deaths in the recent past. But it gives comfort in the present and hope for the future.
None of us is entirely exempt from the pain and anguish that characterise the human condition, and some people experience huge suffering. The empty cross testifies to God’s action in overcoming the sinfulness and failure of humanity. It points
the way to new life and new hope. And these are given form in initiatives like
‘Cornwall Hugs Grenfell’.
+ Robert Gibraltar in Europe

Since this Easter Message was written, we have witnessed
the appalling atrocities in Sri Lanka. It would seem hatred
only breeds more hatred. Jesus commanded us to love one
another. Perhaps the Christian World should “Hug Sri Lanka”
right now.
Abraços da Ilha da Madeira

PALM SUNDAY
One of the advantages of
being in Madeira is we
can use the churches own
palm trees to make the
palm crosses.

At the same time the last of the remedial work on the church wall was carried out. The waterproof barrier was tidied up and the ground levelled out
and then planted with drought resistant plants. We are pleased to report the
damp-proof membrane seems to doing its job and the cellar has remained
dry throughout the winter but we shall have to wait until we have a really wet
winter to be 100% sure.

Change of Address – Queen Philippa has moved
Queen Philippa has become bored looking at the same view of the “not so
exciting” store shed and stage and has commanded that she be moved to a
better location with a
much nicer view. The
new base was prepared
months ago and has
hardened off nicely. She
moved location before
Easter and has settled in
well in her new surroundings. She looks
directly at the Church
Main Door.
She is surrounded by a flowerbed full of
Agapanthus, also known in Portugal as
the Crown of Henry (that is Henry the
Navigator, one of her seven sons). The
move will also allow the opening up of
the grassed area for receptions, garden
parties and outdoor concerts.

PASSOVER MEAL
Washing of hands
Washing of feet
Breaking of Bread
Supper:- Lentil Soup
Roast Lamb with Herbs
Bulgur Wheat with Dates
and Pomegranate Seeds
Baklava

Good Friday Stations of the Cross
and Easter Sunday Celebrations

