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Chaplain´s Notes 

My Dear Friends,  The Parsonage, Holy Trinity, Funchal. 

It is my great pleasure to introduce myself to you. My name is The Rev. 
Michael Jarman and I was licensed yesterday 
the 27th August 2019 as the new Chaplain of 
the church here in Madeira. The Licensing 
was conducted on behalf of the Bishop of 
Gibraltar by the Venerable Geoff Johnston, 
the Archdeacon of Gibraltar. There were over 
sixty visitors in the church including repre-
sentatives from other Christian denomina-
tion on the island, and the licensing service 
was followed by a reception in the church 
gardens. I think the general opinion was that 
the service was well received. 

To tell you a little bit about myself, I was born in South East Wales and 
have a brother Ken is who is one year older than me. When I left school, 
I trained as a Quantity Surveyor working for Local Authority before leav-
ing in 1971 to work in the Middle East, in the United Arab Emirates. Alt-
hough initially working as a Quantity Surveyor, the National Oil Compa-
ny were recruiting and so I joined them and completed an Honours De-
gree Course in Business with the emphasis on Contract Law. I continued 
in the Oil business until I retired in 2002 having travelled for my work 
throughout the Gulf, Saudi Arabia, Jordan, Thailand, and Bolivia. 

When I returned to South Wales upon my retirement, I had no intention 
of working again or indeed of going into the church as an ordained 
priest. However, if you want to make God smile, tell Him your plans. 
After a few years of retirement and playing golf, I was sponsored by the 
Diocese of Monmouth and accepted for theological training in Bristol 
University, Trinity College. I completed a two-year full-time Diploma 
course and would have like to have done the third year to complete a 
degree in theology, but I was aware that being over sixty, time was 
marching on. I was ordained Deacon in 2009 and Priested a year later. I 
was given my own Parish in Newport South Wales in 2012, Holy Trinity 
Christchurch and retired from there in October 2018. 

  

 

Please note that The Church does not accept any responsibility for changes 
that the musicians may make to their weekly concerts. 
Please note that The Church does not accept any responsibility for changes 
that the musicians may make to their weekly concerts. 



  

 

SUPPER NIGHT 
 
Our next supper night is Saturday 21 September.  All are welcome to attend this so-
cial event; we serve a 2 course meal at 6.30 followed by a film. Names to Jean Faulk-
ner at   shallomhouse@freeuk.co.uk or on (00351)965733057 by Wednesday previ-
ous. Cost is 12.50e with a cash bar available. Tonight we are looking at exciting ad-
ventures for the young at heart with our film 

 “THE BuckET LisT” 
To put us all in an exploratory exotic mood  we will 
serve a delicious Balti curry with rice and Naan 
bread followed by our “ go for broke” dessert of – 
wait for it - Death by chocolate!!  Why not try a 
crisp white wine or delicious full bodied red to ac-
company? Then sit back and enjoy our film: 

 

Two men from very different backgrounds find a 

common purpose to live life to the full regardless 

of their cancer treatment. Heart warming,   en-

couraging and wonderful. 

Final note, as we have to pre-order the food if you 

cancel sorry but we will have to ask you to pay 

——————————————————–———————–———————————— 

We have a new concert  at the church involving An-

drei Ladeishchikov and friends. The Quintet will play 

in the English Church Garden at 11:00 am on Thursday 

5th September. The programme will include Vivaldi, 

Mozart, Handel and Pachelbel 

It is hoped the concert will be successful and become 

a regular daytime concert. 

 
Due to building works  at the church parking 

during the day and night may be restricted. A 

notice will be displayed on the main gate detail-

ing dates involved.  

We are painting the church 

  

 

I feel a very close affinity with the parish of Holy Trinity Funchal and firm-
ly believe that God has called me to serve Him here. It is a beautiful 
church in magnificent surroundings, with a very hard working, enthusias-
tic and welcoming team. I have been licensed by the Bishop for five years 
and by God’s grace I will remain fit and well enough to serve Him here 
for at least that time. As I said at my licensing, I have been licensed to 
this parish, but the ministry I have is our ministry, a ministry of mutual 
love and support.  

I pray that we will create a a warm and binding relationship in love and 
fellowship with God and each other. I want you to know that you can al-
ways contact me if you need my help, advice or support. 

With my love and prayers. 

Michael 

Psalm 139: 

Lord thou hast examined me and knowest me, thou knowest all, whether 
I sit down or rise up; 

Thou hast discerned my thoughts from afar, thou hast traced my journey 
and my resting places 

And art familiar with all my paths. 

mailto:shallomhouse@freeuk.co.uk


  

 

  

 

graves.  The oldest of these sections originated as a Military Burial ground and all 
the early military graves look like this: 

 Cefyn pointed out some of the resting places of the 
famous which included the first person buried in 
the cemetery, a military wife; Professor Langerhans 

who discovered the Islets of 
Langerhans as well as other 
medical discoveries; the 
King of Bonny (now a part 
of Nigeria) and Sarah 
Forbes the African God-
daughter of Queen Victoria.  
You will be fascinated by all 
of these people and there 
will be an opportunity for 

you to find out more when we hold our regular “Meet the Residents” event, when 
people from the Cemetery come alive, thanks to a group of volunteers, as you visit 
them and hear more about their lives. During an interlude there is cheese and wine 

to taste, presented by an authority from the 
wine industry.  It is hoped to hold this entirely in 
the Cemetery and Cemetery Chapel on the near-
est Saturday to All Saints Day.   If you are in Ma-
deira you should definitely come to this event. 
(To gain more knowledge about the church and 
the cemetery a handout is available and con-
tains some further reading references.)    

We hope you visit us soon.           Jean Faulkner 

Graves of Sarah 
Bonetta Davies née 

Forbes 

And  

Professor Paul   
Langerhans 



  

 

 A Tour of Holy Trinity Church and the British Cemetery 

We recently took a group of U3A members of Madeira on the official tour of the church 
and cemetery which is run, by arrangement, on Wednesdays and led by Cefyn Embling Ev-
ans.  Cefyn, as the church archivist, has a wealth of knowledge about both, and shares with 

all on his tour the great experience of find-
ing out a bit more about our precious church 
treasures in Funchal linked with the British. I 
am deliberately not going into  detail about 
this tour but just enough to make you want 
to take it at your next opportunity. 

The first part of the tour, which starts at 
2.30p.m, is inside the church and partici-
pants sit in the pews whilst Cefyn shares the 
historical origins and first ideas of an Angli-
can church being built in Funchal.  He touch-

es on the `for whom´, `by whom´ and when and why and how it was closely connected 
with the Madeiran Wine trade merchants.    Up until this time all Protestant services had to 
be held in private and were usually in the Consul´s house or on ships in the harbour.  It is 
an indication of how important the British merchants had become.  

We hear about the design of the building as a perfect example of the kind being built back 
in Britain. Cefyn talks about the story of gold coins given to the Consul by Napoleon, on a 
ship in the harbour, whilst being taken into exile. The coins were said to be in payment for 

supplies and they are said to be buried in the 
foundations somewhere but not yet found. 
He talks about various clergy, those who 
rocked the boat and especially Rev. Lowe 
(who split the congregation and started ser-
vices in another location.  This required the 
intervention of no less authority than parlia-
ment! Cefyn tells of the decoration, the 
church furniture, detailing on the walls and 
the dome, and we see the Queens royal em-
blem brought to the church when the Consu-
late closed. He talks about how there were 

box pews and that the church was re-decorated by a theatrical designer, as interior design-
ers did not yet exist at that time. You can really see the beauty of the church but you 
should really hear all the information Cefyn gives in his talk. 

From the church we walked past the Parsonage built early 20th century and then up Rua da 
Carreira to the site of the original British Burial Ground which was built just outside the city 
walls to ´house´ those Protestants who died whilst on Madeira and could not be buried in a 
Catholic grave. Prior to this the bodies were disposed of off Cabo Girão cliffs into the sea.  
Later this burial ground was completely dug up and everything moved up the road a bit to 
the ´new´ burial ground which we then visited.  It is in three sections which helps date the 

  

 

To encourage our readers to take an interest  in the wider Anglican community 
in Europe, we have included a link to the europe.anglican.org  website  to 
download a pdf version  of the church´s new publication:-European Anglicans: 
Stories from across the Diocese                                                                       
https://europe.anglican.org/downloads/europeananglicans-
springsummer2019.pdf 

Director of Communications, Damian Thwaites says:  

Dear Friends, I am pleased to share with you European Anglicans, a selection 
of news stories from the Diocese in Europe. There are many ways in which we 
aim to get our message across in this Diocese. Most of our communication is 
now online. That does not mean, however, we should dispense with the 
written word on paper to spread our news right across the geographical ex-
panse this Diocese covers. At a time of increasing budgetary pressures on the 
Diocese, the challenge is how to do this. This newsletter aims, in particular, to 
meet the needs of friends in the Diocese who tell me "I really would like some-
thing in my hands that I can look at, turn some pages and read." In these pag-
es, you will find a collation of news items taken from content published on the 
Diocesan website. We are grateful to the Friends who have supported gener-
ously the development of our website, and I thought it would be good to 
demonstrate the ways in which its material can be used. This publication is a 
trial run as a format that may potentially become a more regular Diocesan 
communication. I would welcome your feedback on it.            

With kind regards,  



  

 

  

 
The British Cemetery 

Madeira is a place I have grown to love and where I have made friends in the 
English Church. 

The Church cares for “The British Cemetery” which contains the mortal remains 
of many interesting historical figures, including those of Sarah Bonetta Forbes 

Davies, a Nigerian Princess who died in Funchal 
in 1880 from tuberculosis.  

Sarah was a goddaughter of Queen Victoria. 
She was a West African Egbado Omoba of  Yoru-
ba royalty – I come from the Yoruba tribe, and 
look remarkably like her!!!  

I ran the Hackney Half-Marathon in April 2017 
and raised £963.83 sponsorship for a headstone 
to be erected for Sarah. 

I returned to Funchal February 2019 and went to 
visit the British Cemetery to see Sarah's head-
stone. 

Regards        Taiwo Olaiya 

————————————————————————————————————- 

 March 2019—Officers and crew of HMS Scott pay their respects to the  fallen on 
the first ship´s visit after 100th anniversary of the ending of the First World War 



  

 

 

  

 

 

The Congregation 
brought offerings :  
Water for Baptism  
Oil for Healing            
A Bible                           
A Lighted Candle       
Bread and Wine       
Symbols of Music,    
Young Peoples    
Ministry,   Local 
Community and 
Ecumenism     



  

 

 

 

Tuesday 27th August 2019—A Special Day 

In Celebration of the licensing of Revd. Michael R. Jarman  
Special flower arrangements adorned the church.               

A special service including the presentation of Gifts        
was well attended with everyone invited to a Garden Party 

The  service was led 
by the Archdeacon  

of Gibraltar  

The Venerable       
Geoff Johnston 
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