
  

 PARISH STAFF AND OFFICERS 
 

Chaplain:         Michael R Jarman 
 The Parsonage 
 Rua da Quebra Costas no.20 

   Funchal 9000 - 034 
     Madeira Portugal 
Tel:                291 222 334   
Email:     htcchaplain@gmail.com 
 
Lay Reader:  Michael Duckett 
 
Churchwardens: 
Jonathan    961 080 555 
Pestana-Calvert calvertgray@hotmail.com 
                            
Martin Mears   
  senior.mears@gmail.com 
 
 

Church Admin  htcmadeira@gmail.com 

 
 
Council Treasurer:   Ian Norris 
 
Organist:     Dr Melvin Bird 
 
Friends Association:  Jean Faulkner 

 friendssecretaryHTC@outlook.com 
 

Please visit our website and blog: 
www.holytrinitychurchmadeira.com 

http://holytrinitychurchmadeira.wordpress.com   

 

 

Winter 2020-2021 

Funchal 

I Bring You Good News of Great Joy for All the People 

mailto:holytrinity.chaplain@gmail.com
mailto:senior.mears@gmail.com
mailto:htcmadeira@gmail.com
mailto:FriendssecretaryHTC@outlook.com
http://www.holytrinitychurchmadeira.com
http://holytrinitychurchmadeira.wordpress.com


  

 

Chaplain´s Notes 

The Parsonage,  Holy Trinity, Funchal.                         January 2021 

My dear friends, 

I would like to wish you all a blessed New Year with the hope that we can learn from the old 
year and look forward to the new year with love, care and confidence. 

At the time of writing this letter, the Government has an-
nounced a tightening of the regulations in Madeira because of 
the rise in the number of cases. It however has also been an-
nounced recently in the U.K. that the Oxford vaccine has been 
approved, which is encouraging news.  

I realise that a lot of people find the imposed isolation ex-
tremely difficult, but my sense is that with a little more pa-
tience and by God’s grace, we will see this dreadful pandemic 
defeated before too much longer. I am reminded of my fa-
ther’s words to me when I was young and being impatient, 
‘don’t spoil the ship for an apeth of tar.’ 

Our Christmas celebrations here at Holy Trinity this year were 
limited. We cancelled all other celebrations except Holy Com-

munion on Christmas day, and this service together with our regular Sunday services have 
attendance figures reflecting the travel restrictions in Europe. 

On a more positive note, I am pleased to announce that Father Andrew Twiddy has been given 
permission to officiate in the Diocese of Europe by Bishop David. Andrew along with his wife has 
been a regular visitor to Funchal from Canada for a number of years and I am very happy to 
welcome him to our team. Andrew usually spends about five months in Madeira every year and 
it’s good to have him here as a colleague, friend and support in the church’s ministry on the 
island.  

In terms of church services over the last nine months, I realise that it has been very difficult for 
everyone. It is clear that we can celebrate the true meaning of Easter and Christmas and indeed 
of being a Christian without all of the music and other periphery but as Anglicans we are used to 
hymns and carols etc., and it is a part of our worship pattern. So, whilst the past period has 
been difficult, I am inclined to consider it as a period of testing. 

In the midst of all that is currently happening, the Church Council here at Holy Trinity remains 
very positive and pro-active. We are going ahead with our plans for the refurbishment of the 
church, with the west wall and the dome planned to be painted this year. Next year it is planned 
to redecorate the inside of the church including removing the pews and replacing them with 
church chairs. The church floor also needs attention. All this work is in preparation for our bi-
centennial celebrations in October 2022. 

At a recent meeting of the council, fund raising for the two hundred and fifty new chairs was 
discussed and it was suggested that each chair could be sponsored either as a dedication to 
someone or else in memory of someone. More of this and our other plans for the church in the 
coming months.  

As always with my love and prayers 

Fthr. Michael 

 

  

  
 

 

Up date on works carried out on the church 

Three years ago you may remember that we had to sort out the 
damp entering the crypt through the north wall. A trench was dug 
out to below the foundations and a french drain was put in. The wall 
was cleaned and rendered and made waterproof. The soil was then 
put back and we were advised to only put back in plants that needed 
little water which we did. We used the same company who over the 
past two years have done an excellent professional job on painting 
three walls of the church, so now we just have the west wall to paint 
before our bi-centenary.....2022. We also had a professional engi-
neer to overlook the work. With all the heavy rain in December and 
now in January which has left the lawn like a marsh. No water has 
enter into the crypt. So in conclusion it is good to have professionals 
in to do jobs and pay a bit more and are left with work that will last 
years. 

Holy Trinity Church Council 

________________________________________________________ 

 

ALL CONCERTS 
CANCELLED UNTIL 
FURTHER NOTICE 
DUE TO  NEW 
COVID-19           
RESTRICTIONS 



  

 

The Benches 

The four benches that are in the courtyard  at the entrance to the church 
have been painted and look very 
good in their new colour. As we 
have nothing happening at the 
church, I turned the library into a 
work shop and also the kitchen as 
you can see from the photos.  It 
was easier like that as the weather 
at the end of the year was very up 
and down. This was a joint effort 
by Fr. Michael and myself. 

Some of you may know that Tina Mongor 
organises the Carnival Supper every year as 
her giving to the church and likes the money 
collected to go to something useful. The past 
years the money was used to tile the veran-
dah outside the library with non slip tiles and 
looks much better than the floor paint that 
was there before. Last year she asked if the 
benches could be painted so instead of look-
ing for someone to do it we decided to do it 
ourselves and we still have paint left over for 
the other wooden benches. So hopefully in 
the spring the others will get their makeover 
as well. 

Jonathan  

Pestana  

- Calvert 

 

  

 

The pictures show Father Michael (left) and Father Andrew (right) on Christmas Day at Holy Trinity Funchal. 

Father Andrew is a regular visitor 

from an Anglican Church on Van-

couver Island, British Columbia, 

Canada and has permission to 

celebrate at Holy Trinity during the 

periods of his stay on the island. 

I have turned to the Book of Common Prayer for the following New Year prayer: - 

O IMMORTAL Lord God, who inhabitest eternity, and hast brought thy servants to 

the beginning of another year: Pardon, we humbly beseech thee, our transgressions 

in the past, bless to us this New Year, and graciously abide with us all the days of our 

life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 



  

 

Sopa Do Cardoso 

The foundation for the Association for the Protection of the Poor was started in Madeira in 
1889. Subsequently in 1931 Lieutenant Domingos Cardoso was invited to direct the APP for 
the support of the most disadvantaged during World War II through the distribution of 
lunches. 

Holy Trinity Church Funchal has in the past, traditionally supported Sopa Do Cardoso by 
donating its Harvest Festival Collection every year along with the coins collected from the 
various activities throughout the year. 

Before the restrictions were imposed because of the virus, Sopa Do Cardoso were provid-
ing hot meals on a daily basis for those in need, and on my visits to their premises it 
seemed that largely it was men taking advantage of the hospitality, most of whom it ap-
peared were homeless. 

Since the imposition of the restrictions however, Sopa Do Cardoso are not able to provide 
hot meals but instead hand out food parcels of essentials to between one hundred and fifty 
and two hundred and fifty people every day. I noticed on my last visit, that the recipients of 
these parcels were not just men but a lot of women and children who are obviously suffer-
ing during this difficult time. 

The Harvest collection for 2019 and 2020 totalled € 500/- plus € 33.33 in coins. I was so 
moved by the queues outside the Sopa Do Cardoso offices on a recent visit, that I decided 
to personally support and promote their cause. By announcements in church every Sunday 
and by talking to friends and members of the congregation, we have managed to donate 
initially an additional  € 630/- and then subsequently another € 600/-. The latest fund has 
already reached nearly € 300/- and this too will be delivered to Sopa Do Cardoso shortly. 

Visitors to the island of Madeira generally find the inhabitants here polite, friendly and 
helpful. It is clear that with their dependency on tourism, a lot of the people are suffering 
economic hardship, which is why we want to show our support and help them in what ever 
small way we can. 

The other reason we support Sopa Do Cardoso is that when the money is taken to their 
offices, it is handed over to the organisers of the charity and all of the donations are spent 
on the purpose for which they are intended without administrative deductions. 

If you would like to join with us to support this charity please make a donation into either 
of the following church accounts:-  

UK (Sterling Account) 
Barclays Bank plc 
Account name: Diocese in Europe Fund 
Account number: 40317039 
Sort code: 20-06-13 
MUST INCLUDE: "HTC Madeira Appeal" in payment reference 
 
Portugal (Euro Account) 
Caixa Geral de Depositos   
IBAN: PT50 0035 0336 00126921730 98 
MUST INCLUDE: "HTC Madeira Appeal" in payment reference   
If donors are UK Taxpayers and wish to Gift Aid their donation then please ask them to add "GA" after 
the payment reference details and then to:- 
E-Mail: htcmadeiratreasuer@gmail.com and state that they wish their donation to be Gift Aided and 
provide their name and Postcode.  

With my sincerest thanks. Fthr. Michael.  Chaplain, Holy Trinity Church, Funchal. 

  

 

In February we plan to do the same exercise using  the same measurement (kgs or litres or 
chart) that we used in January. You may use any other method that is easier for you.  

Tips for starting: 

 
Look careful at labels, some of the personal products like body creams and gels are full 

of microplastic. Try to avoid them! 
Use your own cloth bags when buying your vegetables and bread. Nowadays you can 

buy  vegetables without using a plastic bag, weighing them at the checkout and 
using your cloth bag to take them home.  

Avoid double packaging! Biscuits, cookies and some other products come in small 
bags. Avoid those! 

Try to buy a detergent that can clean windows, counters and ovens, instead of buy 3 
different ones. Also for bathroom products.  

Every time you can, buy products in a glass bottle instead of in a plastic bottle  
Research on-line for other tips.  

 

In general 

Reduce your consumption,  

Reuse what you already have,  

Refuse to accept what you don’t want,  

Recycle what you can’t use anymore 

 

Please join us, even if you are not registering how much you reduce.  
Do send us small videos with ideas, tips, solutions that you found and also your difficulties. 
We want to share those on our blog. You can make the films in English or Portuguese.  

 

 

 

 

Do you know the meaning of these symbols? 

 

mailto:htcmadeiratreasuer@gmail.com


  

 

PLASTIC FREE FEBRUARY 
       Background 

Plastic is a wonderful material, it is resistant, malleable, durable - and cheap compared with 
other materials on the market. Over time,  it has become the most used material, especially 
with regard to home and personal items. Since 1950, more than a tonne of plastic has been 
produced for every person alive today*1. With consumption comes waste, and here,  the 
characteristics of plastics have a negative effect. It is very resistant and slow to degrade. It 
has become the most discarded and  dumped material in our rivers, soil and seas. More 
than 150 million tonnes of plastic has already entered the oceans and another 11 million 
tonnes will end up there each future year, with almost 1,000 marine species known to be 
contaminated by the waste*2. 

Each year one hundred thousand marine mammals and millions of birds, fish and turtles 
lose their lives because they inadvertently consume or are injured by plastic and micro-
plastic. Humans too are being threatened by the harm of microplastics found in different 
food products such as salt, fish and seafood. Scientists who examined tissue samples taken 
from lungs, liver, spleen and kidneys found traces of plastics contamination in all of them. 
This included polyethylene terephthalate, which is used in products such as plastic drinks 
bottles, as well as polyethylene, which is used to make plastic bags*3. 

Our governments, responsible for laws and regulation, are already making an effort to stop 
this problem but we, both individually and in our community need to do our part too.  

*1/*2 Source: The Ellen MacArthur Foundation and WWF,  environmental charities that 
produced the report 

*3 Source: Varun Kelkar, Illinois’ University 

A Rocha’s project 

A Rocha is launching a project called Plastic Free February and its purpose is to reduce the 
amount of plastics we use. We will do this, as much as we are able, by monitoring and re-
ducing our personal use of plastic at home. We know it will be a difficult task but we are 
hoping that everyone  can share, not only the difficulties you faced but also the solutions 
and tips you found both practical and feasible. We want to use our blog, Facebook and 
Instagram pages to share both.   

Here are some suggestions:  

To be able to know if we are reducing the use of plastic, we first need to know how much 
plastic we are currently using. For this we need to select and separate our plastic rubbish 
from other rubbish. Then we need to measure the plastic rubbish we have used during the 
first 28 days of January. This can be done in three ways, you can choose the one easiest for 
you; 

By weighing our plastic rubbish (bags)  
Or if we don’t have a scale, registering the volume (how many litres does your plastic 

rubbish bag holds) multiply by the number of bags we put in the rubbish. 
Use a chart (we have made one available to download), put it next to the bin or in your 

fridge and register how many plastics items you throw out. 

  

 

Yet Another take on Re-cycling 

Many of you may recognise this chest in its former state. It used to be in the Flower 
Vestry and was the only work surface the flower team had to work on( before the 
granite work tops were installed )and it was covered with a plastic table cloth. 

It was then re-
moved to the left 
hand vestry where 
it lay idle for a few 
years before the 
space was needed 
to house equip-
ment for the con-
certs. It was then 
taken outside to 
the back of the 
church under a tree 
and was out in the 
elements as you 
can see from the 
first photo. Fortu-
nately it is made of 
solid pine and sur-
vived. Then after 
lockdown I took 
the bull by the 
horns, well the 
chest !!! ...and 
started to restore 
it. As you can see it 
has turned 
out  well and is 
now in the recep-
tion area of the 
church. It did take a 
few hours to get it 
to what it is now. 
Hopefully it will 
have many years of 
use. 

Jonathan Pestana - Calvert 



  

 

A Very Different Christmas in Funchal 

Near deserted streets, no 
Mercado Stalls and the 
dreaded social distancing.   
A very different Christmas in 
Funchal this year. 

  

 

New Years Eve with Government Advice to Stay at Home 

At Church a very different Christmas. No 
Carols. No Mince Pies. Just a few visitors 
but the Christmas Message was still pro-
claimed at Holy Trinity Church 


