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Chaplain´s Notes 

The Parsonage,  Holy Trinity, Funchal.                         August 2021 

My dear friends, 
I trust you and your loved ones are well. 
We continue to be cautiously optimistic as things return to some kind of normalcy, albeit not as 
before the pandemic. 
The tourists are starting to return to the island, although the summer months have always been 

relatively quiet by comparison to the period October through 
May. We are however seeing a different demographic of visi-
tor. 
We celebrate one Eucharistic service on Sunday at 11.00 a.m. 
and strict adherence to the social distancing and other rules  
are observed. I know we are all now anxious that we return 
to celebrating Holy Communion, including hymn singing as 
we used to do, but we are following the directives of the 
Diocese of Europe and are waiting for September when a 
review of the current restrictions has been promised. 
Progress has been made with the external painting of the 
church building which is now nearly complete and looks 
splendid. In addition, the Church Council recently voted to 
progress with the plans for the refurbishment of the inside of 
the church in preparedness for the bi-centennial celebration 

in October 2022. A date for your diaries for the bi-centennial celebration October 22nd through 
to October 30th 2022. 
We anticipate that the church building will be closed for three months between May and July 
next year for the internal works to proceed. During this time, we plan to hold our Sunday ser-
vices outside, which we did during the lockdown, and which worked really well.  
The proposed internal works will include the removal of the pews, repair and refurbishment of 
the wooden floors, internal redecoration, a slight enlargement of the altar area, but maintaining 
the same concept and the purchase and installation of 200 individual church chairs. Almost all 
of these improvement works were planned before the pandemic, when our income would have 

largely covered the required expenditure. Over the last eighteen months however our income 

has been reduced by about eighty percent.  
We are still at the point of finalising details of the works, including details of the chairs and 
when this has been achieved, we will write to all our friends and church members with an up-
date together with a proposal to fund raise to cover some of the costs of the internal refurbish-
ment. 
I was interested to attend a meeting recently called by the British Consul who flew in from Lis-
bon. It is my understanding that British Passport holders, since Brexit, are now restricted to 
spending a maximum of ninety days a year in any E.U. country, such periods in each E.U. coun-
try are accumulative. It occurred to me that that may change the plans of some of our regular 
visitors to Madeira, although of course I hope that is not the case. 
If you are able to get a holiday this year, I hope you had/have a relaxing and enjoyable time. I 
know the lockdown has taken its toll not only physically but mentally as well. 
With my love and prayers, 
Fthr. Michael 
 
May Christ, Our Saviour, always be there by your side to bless you most abundantly and be your 
loving guide. 

 

  

  
 

 

  

Please note that The Church does not accept any responsibility for changes 
that the musicians may make to their weekly concerts. 



  

 

HOLY  TRINITY CHURCH FUNCHAL 

This autumn starting on 29th September we will be following the “What If”  
material from Open Doors, for our Bible Discussion Group.  Everyone is wel-
come, this is where you can ask all your questions and concentrate on the Per-
secuted Church.  We meet at 1.15p.m. and finish at 2-30p.m. in the garden of 
HTC. 

What If is a six part resource which uses inspiring stories from persecuted be-
lievers to explore what church is and how practises  like prayer, worship, 
teaching and community might look if we  faced the same obstacles that they 
encounter, even if for different reasons. 

Session 1 What if your church was closed down?                                                                                                                  
Session 2 What if you had to follow Christ on your own?                                                                                   
Session 3  What if you couldn´t own a Bible ?                                                                                                       
Session 4 What if family members turned against you because of your faith?                                                 
Session 5 What if you couldn´t talk openly about Jesus?                                                                                             
Session 6 What if following Jesus meant making sacrifices? 

You can attend just one, any or all of the above. 

JF 

     BIBLE DISCUSSION GROUP 

  

 

 
 
 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION—RESIDENCY 
 
The International Organization for Migration (IOM) through the project UKNSF – United King-
dom Nationals Support Fund - is providing support to at-risk UK nationals and their family 
members, living in Portugal prior to 2021, to complete their residency applications in Portugal 
in order to secure their rights under the UK-EU Withdrawal Agreement.   
  
Working alongside the British Embassy and in partnership with  the High  Commission  
for Migration (ACM), IOM provides direct  practical  support  in completing applications for 
those in situations where access to information and application processes are difficult.  The 
UKNSF team is available to deliver assistance  to individuals  who  face  specific  challenges,  
such  as people  living in remote areas, people with  disabilities or chronic  illness, those  fac-
ing language  and  literacy  barriers,  or barriers in accessing relevant technology.   
  
Don’t hesitate to contact the UKNSF project team in case you would benefit from individual 
case assistance, we kindly ask you to indicate whether you are based in Madeira and to indi-
cate if you face barriers accessing technology. 
Email: uknationalspt@iom.int 
Helpline: +351 913 886 456 

 

 

 

ECOCHURCH PROJECT 

As part of the Diocese of Europe Eco-church initiative we are asking that you include 
in your prayers the children in Nusa Tenggara Province in Indonesia and those peo-
ple in Pakistan working in brick kiln jobs. 

In Nusa Tenggara Province many of the poor Christian children don’t  have shoes 
even flip flops and so cannot make the journey to school-  This charity usually do-
nates shoes at Christmas. 

In Pakistan, when the workers in the brick kilns become sick and they cannot work, 
their sickness causes debt and these debts cannot be repaid by the minimal daily 
income and so the workers are literally held in bondage because of their debts. This 
charity pays off the debts and releases the families from slavery                                                                                                                

Both of the above are run by the Barnabas Fund and If you need more details see 
the Barnabas Fund website. 

We at Holy Trinity know the power of prayer and are confident that our united pray-
ers will, by God’s grace, change the situations in Indonesia and Pakistan.  

I will keep you up to date with developments. 

Many thanks,                      Jean Faulkner, Environment Officer, Holy Trinity Funchal 

—————————————————————————————————-- 

mailto:uknationalspt@iom.int
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BE CREATURE KIND.ORG 

Recently as an ecumenical group we met in the gardens at Holy Trinity Church 
for six sessions of  the course called Creature Kind. Using Bible references sup-
plied and having watched a short video before each session we got to grips 
with such questions as, Why did God make animals? When Jesus was in the 
wilderness, how did he relate with the wild animals? Will animals go to Heav-
en? and What are we doing to animals? 

Some of the memorable discussions included, why does each lamb have an 
infinitely different bleat; so as to find its mother in a crowd. Why does a puppy 
defend itself with its mouth even though it doesn´t yet have teeth? In the end 
will everything be reconciled back to God? We found it very hard to hear 
about the research into” Factory Farming” and we there and then decided we 
would source our meat, chicken and dairy as ethically as possible. In Madeira 
there are no big factory farms and we can buy many things locally. Most dairy 
and a large percentage of beef comes from the Azores, where cattle seem to 
be treated well. 

The course also included a number of recipes that we could have used If we 
were going to include a meal. Here is an example. 

 In a slow cooker combine chopped onion and garlic and brown. 

 Add—2 medium sweet potatoes washed and chopped, 

a can of black beans,  

a can of diced tomatoes, 

 a good squeeze of tomato sauce, 

 1 cup vegetable broth,  

2 chillies chopped and deseeded,  

salt and pepper. 

Bring to the boil and then cook in the slow cooker for 6 hours. Eat with vegan 
cornbread. 

There were also some suggested books,:- 

Planetwise by David Bookless; L is for Lifestyle by Ruth Valeron; The Environ-
ment by Nicky Gambel and The Fairtrade Everyday Cookbook by Sophie 
Grigson. 

Please consider using this course at your church It was definitely life changing 

for our group. For further information contact:- info@becreaturekind.org. 



  

 

CELEBRATING CREATION 
SEASON 

SPECIAL SERVICE 
Holy Trinity Church 

Funchal 

Rua Quebra Costas 20 

19th September 2021 

11a.m. 
Everyone welcome 

  

 

CHARITY CONCERT IN BLANDY`S WINE LODGE 

It was a great occasion.  The first time since the Pandemic that we could attend a live 
indoor concert It was a great occasion all round because the musicians are the ones 

who have suffered greatly, having no music and no income.  
We greatly admire our group of HTC garden players and we 
could see that their pleasure even surmounted ours! 

It was also a very special concert, as Robin Hird explained 
that the group had decided to hold a concert in aid of the 
children from The Zino Foundation and because of very gen-
erous sponsorship, using the premises of Blandy´s Wine 
Lodge in Funchal, all proceeds were going to that wonderful 
charity. (This foster home was the mission of the Founder 
Cecelia Rose Zino to take care of unprotected children. Ini-
tially it was a paediatric hospital but since 1981 it has been 
a home for children). 

The  classical concert involved two violins, a viola and a cello. The music was from 
Handel; Bach; Vivaldi; Pachelbel; Tchaikovsky and Mozart. Even though the audience 
numbers were restricted it was still a great event and more than 1100 euros was 
raised. 

The musicians hope that this concert will launch their summer of concerts in the 

church gardens and we hope that you may be able to attend some of them when you 

next visit Madeira.  

The summer program of garden concerts at Holy Trinity Church can be found on the 

inside back cover of this magazine 

Blandy´s Wine Lodge, Funchal 



  

 

Health and Safety Warning—Model Railways are Dangerous 
Several years ago I was quite happy to retire to the island of Madeira. To sit in the sun with 
a cold beer or swim in the sea to cool off. My family for some reason were not happy with 

this and insisted I take up a  hobby. Listening to my large record 
collection wasn´t considered physical or cerebral enough to pla-
cate my critics. So my son suggested I build a model railway for 
my grandchildren. 
Fast forward two years and the model is progressing well. Unfor-
tunately my body isn´t progressing quite so well. I have gashed 
my left knee and right ankle, burnt my hand with the soldering 
iron at least a dozen times and similarly nicked my fingers with  
a craft knife several times over. Fortunately I still have all of my 
limbs, although I have had to discard a few items of clothing due 
to the over enthusiastic use of the hot-glue gun.( I have only 
burnt my hand once using this potentially lethal contraption. ) 
Most of the buildings on the layout are kits made from plastic or 
card. I am most proud of the scratch built lighthouse using sev-
eral household items, even if most of my burns were as a result 
of soldering the railing and stantions around the light housing. 
No matter how hard I try to disguise it, it still looks like a plastic 
drinks cup with a 35mm film container stuck on top, but it does 
the job and even has a light that flashes every 5 seconds. 
 

On holiday, this year, in the 
Azores, we visited a museum in 
the town of Horta. It is well worth 
a visit. One of the many exhibi-
tions is a whole room dedicated 
to model making of the  very 
highest standard. So having tried 
my best, I feel that I have now 
failed miserably. My only consola-
tion is that the models of Horta  
would not last 5 seconds in the 
hands of my grandchildren.   GF 

 

Model Making– Azorean Style  
The idea is to use the pith of the Fig tree, unwound and flattened 
to make a material from which models can be made.  In the mu-
seum many, many, examples of these amazingly detailed models 
can be seen. It is not known when this craft was first undertaken 
but after 1855 it began to have a major impact when the work of 
D. Emilia Madregan Ferreira was displayed in the Grand Univer-
sal Exhibition of Paris. 

Madeiran banana seller 

  

 

 LETTER FROM THE ENVIRONMENTAL OFFICER 

Recently at HTC  we have been re-assessing what we need to do as a church to 
become an ECOCHURCH   There are five categories and each tick list has to result 

in bronze, silver or gold award to qualify.  To help with the 
worship and teaching category we are holding a special 
Creation Sunday service with hopefully some input from a 
local school.  This will be on 19th September at our usual 
time of 11.00 a.m.  We would love to see you if you are in 
Madeira. 

We are also encouraged to make a survey of the church 
gardens to record the local birds and insects and even a 
few lizards!  This will be done over a two hour period in the 
autumn. I will let you know the results in the next news-
letter. 

To qualify for the Lifestyle award we need to do some work on our carbon foot-
print.  There is a handy website 360 degrees which helps but we still have to 
make a record of how people get to church.  We already have loads of trees in 
the church garden and we have LED lamps already fitted but we may even need 
to consider putting an Electric car point in the grounds 
(very unlikely!!) 

Around and about I have picked up some very encour-
aging practises amongst the community of Madeira.  
Firstly I came across a fantastic Bottle Bank in the Con-
forama/Continente car park where you could feed your 
bottles in and then be presented with a voucher for the 
deposits which you can spend in the shop.  Also on the 
beach at Machico there is a boardwalk for the disabled 
and has been decorated  with life sized seal pictures 
(we have a colony of monk seals on the Desertas Is-
lands but sometimes they stray into Madeira Island´s 
waters).  On each of the cut-outs there is information 
about specific seals who have turned up and all about 
their lifestyle, protection, feeding etc. (A great place to 
learn about the wildlife in the area and an encourage-
ment to report any sightings). 

Lastly the thing that impressed me most was in the 
Azores, on the island of Sao Miguel, where they grow 
pineapples.  They have quite a lot of foliage left over 
after growing and with this they now make pineapple 
board - like MDF/hardboard and yet fully made from 
left-overs from the pineapple industry. 

Let me know of any good practises you have come 
across  — Jean Faulkner (shallomhouse@freeuk.co.uk) Pineapple board 

Machico beach clean 
becomes art 



  

 
During the summer we said farewell to our friend Ian Rennie. He was associated 

with Holy Trinity for many years and 

will be sadly missed. Many of you may 

know him as a friend and supporter of 

the Mandolin Orchestra. Perhaps your 

first meeting with him was taking your 

ticket at the door  on concert night.  

The Orchestra outgrew our church 

and had to move to a larger venue at 

the Casino but  Ian continued to sup-

port them wholeheartedly, even to 

the point of raising a petition for the 

orchestra to play  at “The Proms” at 

the Albert Hall. As Ian said, “ If you 

don´t ask , you don´t get. 

The funeral took place on 19th June 

NEWS FROM HOLY TRINITY CHURCH 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

After the disappointment of not being able to celebrate Elisabeth´s birthday last 
year, I am please to report that a party took place this year at her home, with    
family and friends present to celebrate her 101st birthday. Lashings of tea, scones 
with clotted cream and no less than two Birthday Cakes were the order of the day. 

  

 

The craft is still practised today 

as one of the living craft tradi-

tions of Horta and several  local 

figures are known for their work, 

however, Euclides Rosa was the 

one who gave the fig tree pith a 

sculptural facet with the most 

patterned forms, the most 

skilled, technically perfect and 

certainly the most patient of 

works.     JF 

 
 
 

Brazilian Beach Scene 

Model of Belém Tower, Lisbon 

Azorean Street Vendors Euclides Rosa 

Water  Seller 



  

 

A TROPICAL CHURCH GARDEN 

The Church Garden allows us to grow plants that would require a 
hot house back in the UK. We 
already have bananas, mara-
cujá and coffee. In the past 
we have tried growing pine-
apples with limited success . 
Having visited the Azores re-
cently, we now have more 
knowledge of all the process-
es involved. Perhaps this 
could be our next garden 
project. Mind you the 
Azoreans have more than 
150 years of expertise and, of 
course, if it is proved we 
need a greenhouse then the 
cost would be prohibitive. 

  

 

THE COFFEE BUSH 

As you can see from the photos the coffee bush that we have in the 
garden bore fruit this year. The flowers had a most beautiful scent of 
vanilla. The flowers set and now we have coffee beans. It is a great pity 
that we don´t have the Sunday Reception at the moment after the ser-
vice because we would have been able to grind our own coffee !!!. Well 
who knows another time we will have  "Holy Trinity special roast". 
Watch this space !!! 

Post Script: Having harvested the beans they need to undergo a drying 
process, basically laying them out in the sun. Unfortunately Funchal´s 
climate would appear to be too humid for this process and many of the 
beans became mouldy. So, it may benefit next years crop if we move 
the harvested beans to the east coast of the island where the climate is 
much drier. As with growing anything new, it is a learning process, only 
time will tell. The thought of a cup of coffee made from our own beans 
is the only impetus we need!! 


