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Chaplain´s Notes 

     The Parsonage, Holy Trinity, Funchal 

        November 2021 

My dear friends,  

As we approach Advent and Christmas, I trust you and your loved ones are well. 

At Holy Trinity we continue to be cautiously optimistic as things slowly return to a new normal. 
We still wear masks in church though we are now 
singing hymns and part of the liturgy, behind our 
masks. It is so good to see so many old friends return-
ing to Madeira in our congregation on Sundays. 

We celebrated our Harvest service on the 10th Octo-
ber and instead of people bringing food donations, we 
asked that they made an extra financial contribution 
which we then donated to Sopa Do Cardoso, a Fun-
chal charity which supports the homeless and those 
struggling to feed their families. Holy Trinity has taken 
this initiative of supporting Sopa Do Cardoso for a 
number of years, but because of the hardship arising 
out of the Pandemic, since last November, we have 
been supporting the charity throughout the year, not 
just at Harvest. Our congregations have all been so 
generous and for the period November 2020 through 
November 2021 the total amount donated by the 
church to Sopa Do Cardoso is € 3,080.00. What is 
particularly gratifying is that the money is taken to the 

charity managers who receive the cash and purchase food in bulk. There are not any costs or 
charges for administrators etc., so that all of the money donated is put to good use. 

In September I attended along with other members of our congregation an ecumenical Creation 
service held at the church in St. Luzia. Apart from representatives from the Anglican and Roman 
church the Lutheran and Presbyterian churches were also represented. It is so important, in my 
opinion, that this co-operation between churches continues and is strengthened, the divisions 
in Christianity are manmade not of God! 

We were pleased in October to welcome both Bishop Dominic Walker, the retired Bishop of 
Reading and Monmouth as well as Fthr. John Connell the Rector of St. Mary’s Abergavenny. 
Both Bishop Dominic and Fthr. John presided at separate Sunday services, and it was good to 
have them with us. 

Our Remembrance Day service was held on the 14th November and a separate account of this 
event can be found elsewhere in the magazine. A British Legion lunch was also held at the Royal 
Savoy on the 12th November. 

Since the easing of the Covid testing requirements, tourists are returning to the island in large 
numbers, as a result of which attendance in church on a Sunday is improving as well as attend-
ance at the daily concerts, which, weather permitting, take place in the garden. 

There is a system in Madeira if you are a taxpayer that you can donate 0.5% of your taxes to a 
charity of your choice, which has been approved by the authorities, at no cost to the individual. 
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 It has recently been confirmed, after a very long and protracted process, that Holy Trinity 
Madeira is now recognised as a qualifying charity. We are hopeful that this will be a source of 
additional income for the church in the future. My particular thanks to Mr. Michael Blandy 
who has helped us enormously in this matter. 

We are still waiting to finalise details of our proposals for the planned refurbishment of the 
interior of the church next year and we are hopeful this information will be available shortly. 

With my love and prayers, 

Fthr. Michael 

A prayer for Advent:  
 

Pour your Spirit on us that we may love one another, 
work for the healing of the earth, and share the good news of Jesus, 
as we wait for his coming in glory. Amen. 
 

STOP PRESS 

Great News - Dates for Your Diary 
Following the latest Church Council Meeting 

We are pleased to announce that Covid-19 restrictions are being lifted:                              
Straight away :   

The  British Cemetery gates  will be open from 10 to 1p.m. and then the bell ( on 
side door) can be rung for access 1p.m. to 4p.m.   

Bridge and Mahjong groups may return to play in Library or outside 

( Maximum 3 tables) 

In December : 

The Church will be open for visitors Mondays to Fridays  8 a.m. to  6p.m 

Saturday morning Coffee starts again on  4th December 10a.m to 12 noon 

Coffee Tea and Madeira wine reception  starts again in the gardens after church 
on   5th December 

A special concert by Robert Andres — 18th December at 6p.m. 

In January 2022 : 

Wednesday Morning Service will resume  — 5th January   

 A Special Concert  by visiting guitarist —  8th January 6 p.m. 

Themed Meal and Film Revues will restart on  — 15th January 6p.m. 



  

 

 
  

 

Bishop’s Advent Appeal for European Climate Disaster Relief 2021 

Climate change is probably the biggest single issue facing humanity at present and into the 
future. When I speak to Anglican colleagues from around the world, I hear of its impacts in 
everything from threatened islands in Polynesia to desertification in sub-Saharan Africa. But 
this last summer, we have been forcibly reminded that climate change is a global phenome-
non that visits our own doorstep in Europe: fires have taken hold in Greece, Spain and Tur-
key; there has been severe and fatal flooding in Germany, Belgium and the Netherlands. 
Our chaplain in Liège, Revd Guy Diakiese, was among those pushing water and mud out of 
the living-rooms of neighbours.  

The root causes of climate change are now generally acknowledged to be the increase in 
greenhouse gases generated mainly by the human burning of carbon. There is pressure 
worldwide to reduce use of fossil views and stabilise temperature rises, and this is what 
COP26 in Glasgow is about. But as well as addressing the causes we also need to address 
the effects of rising temperature, as seen in more and more extreme weather events. Very 
high rates of rainfall and very high temperatures have a devastating impact on the wellbe-
ing of people and property, as we have seen in our corner of the world. The image is of the 
town of Bad Neuenahr in the Rhineland. 

So my Advent Appeal this year will be focused on assisting agencies that are working in 
these parts of Europe, as they bring support to those who are affected by man-made cli-
mate change.  

Many of us will know the work of Caritas International, the Roman Catholic agency that 
sustains many varieties of Christian relief and support across the world; their national agen-
cies in Spain and Italy will assist with disaster relief.  

Apostoli is an agency of 
the Orthodox Archdio-
cese of Athens. They 
want to help with the 
schooling of children 
displaced by the fires in 
Greece. Our picture 
shows the island of 
Evia, the first to be im-
pacted. Thank you to 
Revd Christine Saccali, 
from the Athens chap-
laincy, who was nearby. 

            The Bishop in Europe:   The Right Reverend Dr. Robert Innes         19 October 2021 

  

 



  

 

 
ENVIRONMENTAL REPORT FROM HTC 

This time round, I will write about a special PAN DIOCESE EVENT called “Caring for the Climate”. 
This is altogether appropriate Christian response at the time of G7 and COP26 meetings headed 
by the of the most influential leaders of the world, where they are making attempts to rectify 
the degradation of Creation, something the Diocese has been  addressing  for some time now. 

Bishop Robert; Suffragan Bishop David, Elizabeth Bussman DEO, and the CEO of Ecochurch all 
took part in the EVENT and we were encouraged to think globally about how we individually 
could pledge something that would help the cause (to make Net 0 emissions  55% less by 2030   
and to reduce global warming to  one and half degrees above pre industrial levels)  

 Greta Thurnberg was quoted `No one is too small to make a difference` 

There followed a wonderful  children`s choir from Truro Cathedral School singing the song made 
famous when it was sang to all the leaders of the recent G7 conference and which reportedly 
had a huge effect on  the  delegates thinking: 

The words were written by Sir Tim Rice and concentrated on showing how important and won-
derful is the number 7. 

It is indeed called Gee7.  The lucky number 7, seven wonders of  the world; 7 colours of the 
rainbow; 7 days in a week, 7 metals of antiquity;   how 7 is used in geometry and more. It ended 

with the poignant line ( if the delegates let the others down)   we will run you out of town! 

A great song listen on www.sing2g7.org 

Ecochurch contributed to the EVENT and explained their questionnaire scheme which this 
church is part of. At this stage HTC are progressing well with the survey, and are on bronze 
award level on all categories however we have not yet  answered all the questions and cannot 
pick up our award until that is completed, in the meantime I will do what I can to achieve the 
silver award if not the gold!.  In the life-style section we need to address the following:-          

making  ethical investments; 
making a lifestyle audit 
calculating your carbon footprint 

 I really could do with some help to address the above and perhaps if anyone out there ( even in 
UK) who could address a meeting about the above we could perhaps set up  a Zoom meeting or 
a meeting when you are next here.  

As far as the above  EVENT   was concerned several great ideas were shown and I was especially 
impressed by one huge  UK church which had installed a marquee creating a much smaller 
meeting space, i.e. saving masses of energy! 

As for us here at HTC  I identified the following that we might individually or collectively take 
part in ; 

Nature count of church garden/ cemetery 
Plant to attract bees 
Hold the Plastic free February as we did in 2021 
Identify targets for reducing carbon footprint  

I will be putting all of these to our Council meeting and l will  let you know how YOU can be in-
volved, in the next magazine. In the meantime, if you have any good ideas, please let me know   
or share in  www.21leoconnect.org 

Jean Faulkner   (friendssecretaryhtc@outlook.com) 

  

 

The “Churchhelp” arm of the 
Evangelical Church in Germany 
was amongst the first on the 
scene in the clearing-up after 
the terrible flooding in that 
country. This is from a docu-
mentary of their work in Bad 
Neuenahr, in the Rhineland-
Palatinate. 

 

“First Hope” is a Protestant agency working in Turkey to support those displaced by 
conflict, migration and (this summer) the forest fires. Imaginatively, they provide 
“hygiene trailers”, so that those who no longer have a home have places to wash, 
shower and clean clothes. 

Funds raised will be divided between the different agencies. As usual, we invite each 
chaplaincy to make its own arrangements for collection of money towards the Bish-
op’s Appeal and then for the local church treasurer to forward collections to Nick 
Wraight at the diocesan office (see below).  Please remember to send an email to 
nick.wraight@churchofengland.org alerting him to the kind donation. 

This is a very practical way in which the whole diocese can contribute towards the 
needs of those who have become the most vulnerable people on our continent. 
Please do encourage your people to give generously. 

Yours sincerely,  

 

                                 +Robert Gibraltar in Europe 

How you can donate to the Bishop in Europe’s Advent Appeal 2021  

 

By cheque made out to: 

Diocese in Europe (Advent Appeal 2021) 

send to : 

Nick Wraight 

Diocese in Europe 

14 Tufton Street 

London SW1P 3QZ  

By bank transfer to: 

Account number: 40317039 

Sort code: 20-06-13 

IBAN: GB16 BUKB 2006 1340 
3170 39 

Swiftbic: BUKBGB22 

On the Diocese in Europe Just Giving page:  

https://www.justgiving.com/diocese-ineurope 

http://www.sing2g7.org
http://www.21leoconnect.org
mailto:nick.wraight@churchofengland.org
https://www.justgiving.com/diocese-ineurope


  

 

BUILD ON A STRONG FOUNDATION 

WOMENS WORLD DAY OF PRAYER 

The World Day of Prayer is an international, Inter-church organisation which enables us to 
hear the thoughts of women from all parts of the world, their  hopes, their concerns and 

their prayers,  by giving 
the chance to many to 
write a service and have it 
used all around the world.
( 170 countries)  It is usu-
ally held on the last Friday 
of March but this year the 
Pandemic changed that. 

This World Day of Prayer 
service was written by the 
ladies of  the Republic of 
Vanuatu and they used 
this as their theme.  We 
held our WDP service in  
the church gardens of HTC 

on 22nd October, only 7 months late but 
definitely better late than never. 

The Republic of Vanuatu is probably not 
known to many of you, me included, 
before the service. We learned that it is 
a group of islands in the South Pacific 
Ocean. Father Michael, and some 
friends from other churches took part, 
and three ladies became ladies from 
Vanuatu. As part of the service, they 
explained how the islands are in danger 
of flooding because of global warming 
and they have volcanos and hurricanes 

to deal with.  The school system is not efficient and young people are moving to the cities 
and then not finding employment.  We prayed for all the situations and we sang hymns.  
One of the musicians  that  use our gardens for concerts,  Andres,  kindly played for us and 
included a piece of music ´Yahweh you are my hope and salvation´  and the familiar Amaz-
ing Grace during the offering. WDP support a large variety of charities from collections 
coming from all around the world  which include ending female genital mutilation;  helping 
refugee girls attend school in Uganda and showing Jesus` love to women in prison. 

We look forward to next years service written by ladies from England, Wales, Scotland 
and Northern Ireland.  

 

  

 

  The Latest Renovations 

This year the west facade of the church 
was painted so that now completes the 
outside painting. You can see in the pho-
to that the main door has been fully re-
stored and brought back to its original 
colour. This was quite a long Job but well 
worth it. It was hand sanded to take 
away the old brown varnish and all the 
moulding cleaned of varnish. The wood 
is in very good condition and no rot was 
found. The main frame is Northern Pine 
which is a very hard wood and the  other 
parts are of a similar quality hence the 
two different colours . It now should be 
good for another two hundred 
years !!!......       

Jonathan Pestana - Calvert 

Visit to ABM  Arquivo e Biblioteca da Madeira-  The National Archive Madeira 

We were recently privileged, as members of the Church Chaplaincy committee, to have a guided tour of the 
Official Archives of Madeira.  This was because the church is considering allowing the archives of the church to 
be held in the ABM building in Funchal for safe keeping.  They have already been digitalised up to 1950, and now 
are therefore accessible online. 

The purpose built building was constructed and then opened in 2005.  It was to house the growing amount of 
Archive material from all sources in Madeira- It is already becoming outgrown and there are plans for extension.  
They already house three million photograph negatives and 2 million bigger items. 

We were shown the whole process of receiving articles and even saw the area where lorries/vans and cars bring 
in the items.  Immediately the articles are cleaned to remove insects dust etc.  They go into two sealed chambers 
which extract air and introduce nitrogen to kill anything present.  Some insect eggs can survive 16 days without 
oxygen so they keep everything in the chambers for 21 days just to make sure.  Even then they go into quaran-
tine for a further 15 days. 

Restoration if required, comes next and in many forms.  Cleaning photos; repairing damaged books; etc.  Now 
the items are ready for cataloguing and digitalisation or copied in light boxes. 

Files and boxes to store the items are hand made to the correct size and material for the best protection.  This is 
all done on site.  

We then saw one of the 7 storage rooms.  It was absolutely vast and filled with filing shelves that fitted neatly 
into one another making the best of the space available. 

Finally we saw the area where you can go to retrieve items to research and study them.  This area is  similar to a 
library, where there are indexes and help if required.  It is open from 9.30a.m. to 5 p.m. weekdays. There are 
also computer consoles you can use for online work. 

Digital items can be sent directly to your own computer wherever you are in the world.  Initially you have to 
register as a user, online or at the reception centre.  We heard about how the work of the Archives is communi-
cated by using exhibitions, school visits, tours, websites, newsletters and displays.  We were thrilled to hear that 
they are setting up a special exhibition of the church items for the 200th Anniversary in October 2022. 

We are sure that this is the right place to house our precious church archive material. 



  

 

Flower Festival 

The first week of October saw the start of the first major festival since lockdown, 
with the flower parade taking place  on Sunday 3rd of October. Thousands of peo-

ple flocked to Fun-
chal  even though 
masks still had to 
be worn. A seat in 
the stands had the 
added complication 
of requiring a 
COVID test before 
the event. It was 
wonderful to see 
thousands of smil-
ing faces of both 
the participants 
and the spectators. 

  

 

Many will know, or have seen, our 
friend  Sabine at Holy Trinity in the 
past and wondered what has become 
of her. 

She has recently been accepted to 
work for a German charitable organisa-
tion and will be travelling to Nepal 
after Christmas. 

At this time we ask for prayer for the 
last few hurdles to be overcome; a safe 
journey to Nepal and for the right peo-
ple to assist her in her work. 



  

 

 

 

  

   In Flanders Fields, the poppies blow 
         Between the crosses, row on row, 
       That mark our place; and in the sky 

       The larks, still bravely singing, fly 
    Scarce heard amid the guns below. 

 
    We are the dead. Short days ago 

    We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow, 
       Loved and were loved, and now we lie, 

                              In Flanders fields. 
 

    Take up our quarrel with the foe: 
    To you from failing hands we throw 
       The torch; be yours to hold it high. 

       If ye break faith with us who die 
    We shall not sleep, though poppies grow 

                               In Flanders fields.  

Sunday 14th November 

In Flanders Field  Lt.-Col. John McCrae 
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