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Chaplain´s Notes 

     The Parsonage, Holy Trinity, Funchal 

        May 2022 

My dear friends,       

Alleluia Christ is risen, He is risen indeed Alleluia! 

May the blessings of Easter be with you and yours now and always. 

Since I last wrote to you, the weather on Madeira has been unseasonably cold and wet. I re-
turned to Wales for a couple of weeks in March and enjoyed 
better weather there than was being experienced on Madeira. 

On the 25th of March, we had the Church’s A.G.M. when our annu-
al activity and financial situation was reviewed and Officers for the 
coming year were elected. My thanks both to the outgoing Offic-
ers and to those new Officers who have volunteered for the com-
ing year. It is only with the support of so many volunteers that we 
can continue to operate so successfully here at Holy Trinity. 

On the 27th of March there was a concert in the church in aid of 
those affected by the war in Ukraine. The musicians donated their 
time for free and an amount of €5800/- was raised and has been 
sent to Kiev to help provide food, shelter and clothing. 

This was the first Easter I was able to fully celebrate in Madeira, because of the Pandemic over 
the previous years. We celebrated Ash Wednesday at the beginning of Lent and then during 
Holy Week we celebrated Holy Communion on the Wednesday, Maundy Thursday Communion 
with foot washing and Stripping the Altar, Stations of the Cross on Good Friday and two services 
of Holy Eucharist on Easter Sunday. The early service on Sunday wasn’t very well supported but 
at 11.00 a.m. we had over 160 people in attendance, some choosing to sit outside to take part 
in the service. 

We are still not sharing the Chalice at Holy Communion but regularly review the situation. 

In the middle of May we have the Malines Conversation meeting at our church for six days. 
These are conversations exploring possibilities of corporate reunion between the Roman Catho-
lic Church and the Church of England. 

At the end of May we close the Church for refurbishment but will continue to conduct services 
outside. The schedule for the refurbishment works is a little over three months so that the 
church internally and externally will be ready for the bicentennial celebrations between the 21st 
and 30th October 2022. 

On the 5th June 2022 following the Sunday Eucharist there will be a Reception in the gardens to 
commemorate the Platinum Anniversary of H.M. Queen Elizabeth to which everyone is wel-
come. 

There is an expectation that masks will no longer be compulsory on the island after the middle 
of May, which of course is following the lead of a lot of other countries in Europe and beyond.  

With my love and prayers 

Fthr. Michael. 

 

  

  
 

 

  

Please note that The Church does not accept any responsibility for changes 
that the musicians may make to their weekly concerts. 



  

 

HOLY TRINITY (THE ENGLISH) CHURCH FUNCHAL 

Rua da Quebra Costas 20  

ENOLA HOLMES 

THEMED MEAL AND FILM REVIEW 

SAT. 28th MAY 2022  6.30 p.m. 

This film is set in England 1884.  Elona 
Holmes, sister of Sherlock, wakes to find her 
mother has disappeared leaving a number of 
presents/clues.  Elona sets off to become a 
super sleuth in her own right, and to find her 
mother. 

The meal is: Homemade steak and vegetable 

pie with mashed potatoes; and  jelly and 

blancmange. 15 euros donation with 1 euro 

per glass of wine.                                                                                                             

Names please to Jean Faulkner ( shal-

lomhouse@freeuk.co.uk)  or phone 00351 

965733057 by Sat. 25th May 

HOLY TRINITY (THE ENGLISH) CHURCH FUNCHAL 

Rua da Quebra Costas 20  

QUATERMASS & THE PIT 

THEMED MEAL AND FILM REVIEW 

SAT. 25th JUNE 2022 at  6.30p.m. 

A mysterious artefact is unearthed in Lodon 
and famous scientist Bernard Quatermass is 
called in to divine its origin and explain the 
strange effect on people . 

Menu:  Pork chops; Lyonnaise Potatoes 

 and mixed vegetables 

Eton Mess 

15 Euros/person donation and 1 euro per 
glass of wine 

To book by 22nd June, contact Jean Faulkner  

email (shallomhouse@freeuk.co.uk)         

  

 

 Holy Trinity News 

 

Happy News— 

Elisabeth Burca will be 102 on the 7th of May 

All at  Holy Trinity wish many happy returns  to Elisabeth for 
her birthday on Saturday.  The photograph was taken this 
week at home  celebrating both her birthday and the presen-
tation of a certificate of  honorary life long membership of 
the Royal British Legion.  

 

 

 

Sad News – John Grant 

Shortly after the publication of our last magazine we were in-
formed of the death of John Grant on the 8th of February at the 
age of 95 years. Many of you will know of his association with 
the Royal British Legion, being one of the founding members of 
the Madeiran Branch and also his association with the church. He 
was for many years the superintendent of the British Cemetery. 

The funeral took place on  11th of February at HTC, followed by a 
short service at the  crematorium. 

 
HTC Renovations  —UPDATE 

Renovations to the inside of the Church will begin at the end of May. As Father Michael  has  
already said  Church services will continue outside. We will shortly commence our fund raising 
campaign to include the removal of the pews and their replacement with chairs. So here are 
some photos to give an idea of our goal of providing more comfort and flexibility in the church. 

mailto:shallomhouse@freeuk.co.uk
mailto:shallomhouse@freeuk.co.uk


  

 

2022 Lent and Easter Appeal for Aid to Ukraine 

Usually, I write to you several weeks before the start of Lent to introduce my Lent appeal. This Lent, however, we 
find ourselves in exceptional and grave circumstances with war in Ukraine . Working with our partners USPG, we 
have therefore taken some time to set up a special appeal fund for the crisis in Ukraine.  

Our fund will be managed by USPG. The fund will be open to all who wish to give to it across the Church of England 
and beyond. Money raised in our diocesan 2022 appeal will go into this fund along with money given by other 
donors. Our intention this year is to raise a really significant sum that will make a difference in a situation of great 
need in Eastern Europe. To find out more about our partners at USPG you can visit the USPG Website 

There are now over a million refugees in Europe and thousands of internally displaced in Ukraine. They have left 
everything behind to escape the conflict.  Christian Charities and our Churches need our help as they support these 
people in all aspects of their lives. 

 
This appeal will provide critical financial resources towards the urgent and immediate needs of people in Ukraine 
and those who have fled as well as supporting the long-term work of recovery in the country.  

 
We are working with partners on the ground who are geared up to provide food, medicine, shelter, care for chil-
dren and internally displaced people in Ukraine. With refugees they are supplying care at the border and beyond, 
including attention to those from Africa and Asia who, besides Ukrainians ,are fleeing the war 

 
War is horrible. It injures, destroys and kills in an often indiscriminate and uncontrollable way. And now, we face 
war in Europe. The people of our little church, Christ Church Kyiv, find themselves in the midst of this crisis. They 
are typical of so many others.  Some have fled the city whilst others are still there; praying for their safety and for 
peace as they shelter as best they can. These people are our brothers and sisters.  Those still in Ukraine and those 
who have fled need our help. 

 
This year, we are calling this a ‘Lent and Easter’ appeal. Partly that just reflects the timing. But more profoundly, 
we want to signal that our donations are a sign of hope. The Christian story ends not with crucifixion but with the 
hope of resurrection. However frightening and tragic the circumstances, we believe in a God who brings life out of 
death and who brings peace where there has been war. By giving to the people of Ukraine, we express our solidari-
ty with them and we become part of the divine plan which everywhere and always intends justice and peace.   

 
Please give what you can now to support the people of Ukraine. Donations can, as always, be given to the Diocese 
via your chaplaincy treasurer with the note ‘Bishop’s Lent Appeal’.  

 
With my sincere prayers for peace in all our hearts and peace in the world for which Christ died, 

 
Yours in Christ, +Robert Gibraltar in Europe 

 
How you can donate to the Bishop’s Lent Appeal 2022 : 

By cheque made out to: Diocese in Europe (Lent Appeal 2022) 

send to : Nick Wraight, Diocese in Europe, 14 Tufton Street, London SW1P 3QZ  

*By bank transfer to: 

Account number: 40317039    Sort code: 20-06-13 IBAN: GB16 BUKB 2006 1340 3170 39  Swiftbic: BUKBGB22 

 

  

 

https://www.uspg.org.uk/communications/news/uspg-launches-ukraine-emergency-appeal.php


  

 
 

LOCAL ENVIRONMENTAL OFFICER REPORT 

 FOR HTC March 2021- MARCH 2022 

When I agreed to take on this post I didn´t realise how much it would change my life and views, 
all of which have been passed to our church family and Friends over the year in reports and the 
quarterly Friends magazine. 

I used   the following policy statement from the Diocese of Europe to get motivated.  It read:  

`strive to safeguard the integrity of Creation and sustain and renew life on earth` 

Churches have been encouraged to use the awards scheme, devised by the organisation A 
Roche, a world famous organisation on the Environment, to access their Environmental status. 

ARoche asks churches to become an ECOCHURCH by working through questionnaires and taking 
action to `tick off´ five categories. In doing so, we can achieving a Bronze, Silver or Gold award.  
Each category has an individual status but awards can only be given collectively.  We are at pre-
sent standing in the Bronze award overalls but if we work further I am sure we can achieve 
more.    The categories are: 

               1. Buildings:  Much of these challenges are around heating premises.  Obviously here in 
Madeira, this is not relevant but we do have to calculate our carbon footprint and make adjust-
ments if necessary.  This should bring us from the SILVER AWARD( at present) to the gold status. 

              2.  Lifestyle:  Last year I took part in Plastic Free February indicative and encouraged 
others   I found so many way of NOT using plastic in my home and at church  I outlined all of this 
in one of the magazines including the contact for buying silicone food wraps instead of plastic 
cling film ( contact theecoshopuk.com. ) At the moment we are on SILVER AWARD- We are now 
challenged to promote the use of bicycles and walking to church…This may not be easy in Ma-
deira!   

            3. Worship and Teaching;  Here we have the GOLD STATUS mainly due to  support from 
Father Michael  who held a special Creation service earlier in the year and talked about the sub-
ject of Creation and Environment in his sermons and hymn choices.  We also joined an ecumeni-
cal service on the same subjects. 

          4.  Land:  We stand at the SILVER STATUS because the International school that joined us 
for messy church, surveyed the gardens recently.  We can only improve by adding a pond or 
wetland to our garden……..well it does get very wet near the stage sometimes! 

          5. Community and Global Engagement:  We have some work to do on this subject as we 
only stand at BRONZE STATUS.  It Is desired to teach about Ethical Investment and personal 
saving.  The Diocese is wanting to reduce  Carbon use and this  needs to be calculated ( see 
above) and  we have to work to make Net Zero emissions  and 55% less by 2030 according to 
the Bishop of Europe`s lead.  

So you can see I have a number of challenges to address and initially I am working on the carbon 
footprint using the 360 degrees website.  Following that I intend to ask Council   (and report in 
the magazines) for a couple of slots at meetings where I can explain about  FairTrade; Ethical 
Investment and Twinning toilets ( whatever that is!)  

Jean Faulkner Local Environmental Officer    

Holy Trinity Funchal   

  

 

On the Diocese in Europe Just Giving page marking your gift ‘Lent Appeal’ in the comments.  

https://www.justgiving.com/diocese-ineurope 

(Please email Nick Wraight (nick.wraight@churchofengland.org) alerting him to how much the 
kind donation is and, include the wording “Lent Appeal 22” when the payment is made.  

 

Concert for Ukraine 

  

 I write to update you on the concert which took place last Sunday at The English Church to raise 
money for Ukraine. You may recall that all musicians and helpers gave their time for free. Due to 
the very wet and windy weather the concert which was originally planned to take place in the 
gardens actually took place inside the church. The number of people who attended was 269 rais-
ing over €5000 on the day, (with a final figure of €5800). 

All proceeds donated were handed to The English Church who have organised the transfer of 
these funds to the Ukraine to help directly with support, food, clothes and other essential items. 

Of course we would like to thank once again all the people who came out in miserable weather to 
help such a good cause and to the English Church for free use of the Church and to the musicians 
and friends who helped make it a big success and for giving their time completely free. 

Also a big thank you to all who helped us promote this important event during the days and weeks 
in the run up to the concert. 

Joyce Hird 

https://www.justgiving.com/diocese-ineurope
mailto:nick.wraight@churchofengland.org


  

 

MESSY CHURCH SESSION AT HTC 

In February a session of Messy Church took place in the gardens of Holy Trinity 
Funchal.  It had been postponed for a year due to Covid but eventually we 
welcomed 15 children from the International Sharing school, and their staff,  
to learn about The Armour of God in a messy way!! 

This session was to help the 
children to understand how 
the Armour of God can help 
protect them from evil and 
unkind people and situa-
tions.  There were seven 
bases.  To remind them of 
how important truth is they 
each had a belt of truth 
which they decorated with 
weaving.  The second   base 
was about righteousness 
and to do this the children 
placed a breastplate over 
their bodies which had a 
tick one side and a cross the 
other.  A series of questions 
about the Bible were asked 
and they had to turn their 
bodies for right or wrong. 
Painting was included in the 
base for a shield of Faith as 
the children painted the 
Zimbabwean flag, a place where it is quite difficult to live in the Christian faith.  
The helmet of salvation ( safety) was brilliant made using cardboard.  To repre-
sent the peace of God ( and also make a survey of the garden for Ecochurch 
purposes) the children went off to try and tick as many birds,  and insects/
living creatures  they could find peacefully,  so they didn’t frighten them away.  
There was of course a refreshments base  and then Father Michael helped the 
children complete their sword of the spirit (The Word of God) by looking up 
Bible references that referred to the armour. 

It was so pleasant to be out in the garden and doing something community 

based again and as you can see from one of the large number of thank you 

letters we received, they enjoyed being at church and they learned a lot 

……………in a different way.   

  

 

 

Around 20 people worshipped in the garden to musical accompaniment 
from Andrei Ladeichikov 



  

 

 

World Day of Prayer 
England, Wales & Northern Ireland 

2022 is a special year for World Day of Prayer in England, Wales 
and Northern Ireland. This year, we   prepared the World Day of 
Prayer service. It was both challenging and rewarding to write 
about the three countries that make up our area: our landscape, 
people and culture all shaped by our history. We wanted to cele-
brate our diversity and the contribution made to our countries by 
the many groups and individuals who have made their home here. 
We used our Bible text “I know the plans I have for you” from Jere-
miah to reflect on some of the issues facing us today: poverty, do-
mestic abuse and disability, finding hope in difficult situations and 
encouragement in the help we can give to each other. 

 World Day of Prayer is an international ecumenical organisation 
which enables women all over the world to share the ideas and 
concerns of the writing country. Preparation for the day took sev-
eral years. Our International Committee, based in New York, coor-
dinates the work of National Committees and facilitates the crea-
tion of our annual World Day of Prayer service on the first Friday in 
March. The service outline, created by the writing country, is dis-
tributed to the rest of the world, along with a Bible reflection, 
country background and children’s and - for the first time - young 
people’s activities. 

We received all this material in plenty of time to organise our ser-
vice at Holy Trinity. Which we held in the garden  on  Friday 4 
March 2022 .Services took place all around the world, beginning in 
Samoa and moving on through New Zealand and Australia, across 
Asia, Africa and Europe and finally the United States and South 
America before finishing in American Samoa, an amazing project 
planned and undertaken  and really inspirational for all of us at 
HTC who attended. 

We are now looking forward to the service for 2023, which will be 
written by Taiwan. 

“I KNOW THE PLANS I HAVE FOR YOU”  

  

 

EASTER GIVING 

Churches working together in Madeira  asked you to give Easter Eggs for needy  
children in the Nazarre area. 

THIS IS YOU RESPONSE!! 

We thank you so much and added cards from the International Sharing school 

there were  lots of Easter smiles!             THANK YOU ALL!! 

 

The dedication 
of the new out-
door stage with 
music and fun 
and laughter  —  

A wonderful way 
to remember 
Bryan 

The Whole World Is A Stage 



  

 

 

Easter Flowers 

Once again our Flower Team pulled out all the stops to deco-
rate the church in time for Easter with a varied display of cut 
flowers. 

 Thanks for all your hard work 
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Once again our Flower Team pulled out all the stops to deco-
rate the church in time for Easter with a varied display of cut 
flowers. 

 Thanks for all your hard work 


