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Chaplain´s Notes 

            The Parsonage, Holy Trinity, Funchal 

My dear friends,           November  2022 

I trust that you are well and as I write this letter, the clocks have just been turned back one 
hour, a sure sign that autumn and winter are well on their way. 

A lot has happened since my letter to you in July. As planned, at the end of May we closed the 
Church for refurbishment, and re-opened on the 4th  of September for Sunday service, one week 

ahead of schedule and largely on budget. During the church clo-
sure the weekly services were held in the garden, which worked 
very well, and one member of the congregation commented that 
sitting in the garden, it was the most beautiful church building she 
had ever visited. 

We were, I am sure, all saddened by the news of the death of Her 
Majesty Queen Elizabeth II and a special commemorative service 
was held in church on the 11th September 2022. In addition, we 
opened a Condolence Book in church for people to sign which was 
available every day for just over a week.  

We held ten days of celebrations for the bicentennial of the 
church, from the 21st until the 30th   of October. The ten days 
opened with Evensong and closed with a Eucharistic service of 

thanksgiving. During the period of the celebrations the activities included a fund-raising concert 
in the garden for which the musicians donating their time, visits from schools, a Quiz night, the 
reading of the Bolton Letters with a Madeira wine tasting, a guided tour of the Cemetery, Ar-
chive exhibition at the National Archives, and ‘Meet the Residents’ at the Cemetery. In addition 
there were permanent exhibitions of the flowers in the church, Bill Boards in the church with a 
brief history of Holy Trinity and an English Embroidery exhibition.  

A lot of people worked extremely hard to organise these events and I would like to take this 
opportunity to thank each and every one of them most sincerely.  

On Sunday the 23rd October we held at 11.00 a.m. an Ecumenical Celebration Mass. The Presi-
dent at the Mass was Bishop David from the Diocese in Europe, and also in attendance were 
Bishop Nuno, the Roman Catholic Bishop of Madeira together with Ilse Berardo the Pastor of 
the Lutheran Church along with Senior Government Officials. To my great joy two candidates 
were confirmed by Bishop David at the service. 

I should say that the newly refurbished church does look amazing, and I haven’t heard any seri-
ous criticism from any of our congregation or visitors, even from those who were ‘unsure’ origi-
nally about the plans. 

Although work on the church building, both internally and externally is now complete, further 
expenditure will be necessary to repair and maintain the organ, to clean and repair the art 
works internally in the church and to repair the stone drive around the outside of the church. 
My instinct at this time is to consolidate our position financially before these additional items 
are tackled. We still have a large deficit in our fund raising for the renovations. 

I plan to be away for the whole month of November on holiday. My brother Ken and his wife 
live in South Wales and my sister-in-law is originally from Thailand. They will fly from UK, I will 
fly from here and we will meet in Bangkok, from where we will travel throughout the country. 

 

  

  
 

 

  

Please note that The Church does not accept any responsibility for changes 
that the musicians may make to their weekly concerts. 



  

 

 

  

 

  

 

While my sister-in-law will spend time with her family, Ken and I will play golf. I must say I am 
looking forward very much to a break. 

In my absence, the Rev. Canon Dr. Arthur Edwards will cover the first two weeks of my ab-
sence and Jonathan Pestana-Calvert will conduct Morning Prayer for the second two weeks. 
Jonathan was confirmed as a Congregational Worship Leader recently and received a blessing 
from Bishop David at the Ecumenical Sunday service on the 23rd October. It is good for the 
Chaplain to have back up.  

With my love and prayers, 

Fthr. Michael. 

  
  

  
  

  

  

  



  

 

BI-CENTENARY  CELEBRATIONS—A personal view 

As Father Michael has written, we have just had a host of events at the church to celebrate 
200 years of worship in the building Holy Trinity Church (English Church) throughout the 10 
day period 21st to 30th October.  

Our aim (we had a special committee for organising these events), from the start, was try-
ing to hold as many events that would attract as wide a variety of ages; backgrounds; un-

derstanding; and appreciation as 
possible, to attend the church 
building and see for themselves 
the newly renovated church and 
share in the history and celebra-
tion at what is known as The Eng-
lish Church, Funchal. The pro-
gramme was very ambitious and 
had an element of fundraising 
(tickets and donations) to cover 
our church needs and to pay for 
the renovations (outside and in), 
but it was mainly, as you can see 
from the photos, a DIVERSE 
attendance that we aimed for. 

We opened the newly renovated church at the beginning of September and there was a 
wonderful response to the way it had been done and how it looks now. 

The first  Bi-centennial visitors were 48 of 12-14 year old schoolchildren from the Monte 
International School in Funchal.  Previously I had produced a number of what I called `mini 

billboards` as part of the celebrations, which have 
bite sized  amounts of information on history  and 
personalities linked with the church over 200 years. I 
had researched and produced 28 or these boards, 
complete with pictures, over past two years!  These 
were scattered around church on easels and the 
children had to discover all about the history of the 
church by finding answers to a questionnaire on the 
contents of the billboards.  

   They seemed to really enjoy the challenge and we 
loved having them as they were very polite and took 
an interest in the church despite none of them being 
in a Protestant church before!   

On Friday evening 21st we had a small gathering par-
taking in  Evensong.  We discovered that Father Mi-
chael has a beautiful singing voice as he led the re-
sponses unaccompanied. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It is with very deep regret that I inform you of the 
death of Elisabeth Burca in hospital in Madeira on 
Thursday 3rd November 2022 at the age of 102 
years. 

 Elisabeth was a lovely lady who lived an extraor-
dinary, and long, life and was  a much loved member  of many years standing - of 
the congregation of Holy Trinity Church, Funchal and an avid supporter of the Roy-
al British Legion  becoming the first Honorary Member to attain  100 years of age. 
She will be greatly missed by all. 

 Our sincere Condolences go to her Son, Marc, and all of the family and our pray-
ers are with them all at this sad time. 

 Elisabeth was an ambulance driver in the same regiment as the then young Princess Eliza-
beth, during the 2nd World War. She met her husband, Jean Burca, in Camberley, where he 
was a Captain in the Free French Forces, under General Gaulle. 

They arrived in Madeira in 1957 by Union Castle boat, when her husband was appointed 
General Manager of the famous Reids Hotel by Graham and John Blandy. Elisabeth worked 
at the hotel for 14 years in charge of the hotel's flowers and as a constant support to her 
husband when they entertained the hotel's guests. 

During the 1950's Cuban crisis, the ex-president of Cuba, General Batista, escaped from Fidel 
Castro's Communist dictatorship and fled to Madeira, living at Reids for over a year. 

 During the tragic sinking of the cruise ship, Lakonia, Elisabeth helped some of the survivors 
at Reids, lending them her own clothes and other essentials. As the wife of the manager it 
was her duty to entertain many of the hotel's guests and celebrities. Some included (James 
Bond) Roger Moore, the wife of King Carol II of Romania, film star Sir Ralph Richardson, 
Archduke Otto von Hapsburg, Eurovision Song Contest winner Sandy Shaw, the would-be 
King of France the Duke of Paris, members of the Italian Royal family and politician Lord 
"Rab" Butler. 

Elisabeth was always a supportive wife, helping Jean's success at Reids from 1957-1969. 
They retired to Madeira following his career in France as the Director General of the George 
V and Plaza Hotels in Paris for Lord Forte and working for Baron Elie de Rothschild's PLM 

hotel chain in Paris and Biarritz.   Elisabeth lived in Garajau, east of Funchal.      Ian Norris 



  

 
 

 Remembrance Service and 
Poppy Appeal 

A congregation of nearly 150 re-
membered all those fallen in all 
wars. The Honorary Consul  on 
Madeira and Military Attaché 
from Lisbon were in attendance. 

The poppy appeal this year raised 
over 3000 euros  for the Royal 
British Legion with collections in 
the Port and the City,  a fund rais-
ing lunch and church collection.              

A Big Thank You  All Volunteers 
and Members who attended. 

  

 

The first Saturday of the celebration week 
saw the coffee mornings (which were very 
popular in the community before the Pan-
demic) restart, including some music from 
the resident musicians. The flower team-
worked hard making the church look won-
derful and following the leads of the mini 
billboards . 

That evening more people gathered to take 
part in an excellent quiz run by Ed and Hel-
en Barrow, who some of you know.  There 
were homemade pasties for a half time 
snack which Barbara Moore and I had fun 
making.   On the wall you can see part of 

the display of English embroidery by the grandmother of Jonathan Pestana-Calvert. 

On Sunday 23rd was our grand day of 
celebration. Invitations and infor-
mation was sent far and wide and 
resulted in two Bishops (Bishop David 
Hamid Sufregan Bishop of Europe and  
the  Catholic Bishop Nuno 1 of Fun-
chal),  the Lutheran Minister; the   
President of Portugal´s envoy; the 
Secretary for Culture and Tourism in 
Madeira; the press and the television 
and altogether around 150 celebrated 
the Eucharist in the act of unity. Two 
of our regular congregation were con-

firmed by the Sufregan Bishop of Europe. 
During the service Jonathan Pestana-
Calvert was licensed as a Congregational 
Worship Leader.    It was all  very special.   

Afterwards we had a reception and the 
200 Cake was cut  by our invited guests 
from the other churches in Funchal to 
mark the occasion.  



  

 

I was kindly presented with a lovely orchid for my efforts in helping to arrange all of  
the celebrations! 

The sun shone on us as we further celebrated by listening to a special concert per-
formed by our resident 
musicians who are simply 
brilliant.  They never fail to 
amaze us with their variety 
of music and their skill and 
they are so much of our 
family these days at HTC 
and all the proceeds went 
to the renovation fund. 

We had hardly caught our breath before we were celebrating again by reading the 
Bolton Letters - The copy of these very old letters ( early 18th century)   were discov-
ered in the church - and opened up, to those who attended,  the  whole world of the 
time during which the church was being created.  At the interval we had a wine tasting 
of Madeira Wine  (Blandy`s best) with our qualified wine tasting expert and friend, Dr  
Maria Stangl.  Those who took part made the letters come alive, one of the readers 
came from the Regional Archive to read a letter.  

The following day many of us went to the opening at the Regional Archive, of a special 
Exhibition about the building of Holy Trinity Church.  The Secretary for Culture and 
Tourism opened the exhibition and showed great interest in the beautifully presented 
story boards.   

Our Archivist Cefyn Embling Evans was very much involved in getting this ready for the 
celebrations. 

If you are able to visit the Exhibition it is well worth attending. Or you can view a large 
percentage of the 20,000 items that the Archive holds on line.                               
https://arquivo-abm.madeira.gov.pt/details?id=2659049  
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Garden Reception 

Whilst some talked  to 
camera, others got on 
with the serious busi-
ness of enjoying the 
Garden Reception. A  
long tradition at Holy 
Trinity Funchal, the gar-
den reception was en-
hanced for our  Bicen-
tennial with sandwiches, 
sangria and cake. Of 
course Madeira Wine 
was on offer ,as was  
coffee and tea. Friends, 
new and old, enjoyed it 
so much that nobody 
wanted to go home.  

Thanks to Raul and Suzy 
for all of their hard 
work  on the day. 

  

Many people wish they 
could have something simi-
lar at their church back in 
the UK. The reality is a sub-
tropical  garden with the 
associated good weather is 
a must. And trying to get 
the PCC to approve  the 
serving of  alcohol may 
prove difficult if not impos-
sible. Reception after the 
service is a very important 
part of our fellowship, 
where we get to talk to our 
visitors - hear their story 
and offer advice and help if 
needs be. So the next time 
you visit please stop for a 

coffee and a chat. 

  

 

We had two days until the next event but people came to see the church and the flowers 
nearly all the time.  It was great to have the church open to the public after so long 

closed with the Pandemic and then renovations.  On the Saturday 
we held a tombola.  This lady bought one ticket and won a bottle of 
wine!    Our last event before the final service of thanksgiving was 
the Meet the Residents on Sat evening.  The weather was very kind 
to us  Some of you know we have done this before.  We have many 
famous people buried in the English Cemetery which HTC adminis-
ters.  Some of these people `came to life` on the Saturday evening.  
They were available to talk to at their gravesides and then we all 
joined together in the Chapel and each of the nine residents gave 
their life stories and the  reason for dying in Madeira.  

There was Alice Leacock, (Sam Gannon) wife of famous wine producer; Sophie Bligh (Joy 
Menezes) was a military wife who was the first buried in the `new` cemetery in 1809.  
Rev Richard Lowe (Father Mi-
chael) was the infamous clergy 
who broke the congregation in 
two during the 1800s. Capt. 
Cecil Buckley was the first 
`gazetted´ to receive the VC; 
Sarah Forbes ( Natalia 
Karlstrom )  is very famous for 
being rescued from Nigeria as a 
child and brought to England to 
be educated by Queen Victoria.  
Professor Paul Wilhelm Langerhans (Ian Norris) discovered the islets of Langerhans and 
other biology. Evelyn Everett Green (also named Cecil Adair) ( Paula de Keijser ) was a 
famous writer who died in Madeira in 1932 and then the youngest participant was Sir  
Percy Nunn, mathematician, who died in 1944 (played by Bob Lewis ).  It is such an inter-
esting way of discovering our residents and I am sure we will do it again with other par-
ticipants another day.                                                                                                                                                
So with the service on Sunday we ended our host of events!                    Jean Faulkner 

Thankyou to everyone who volunteered to help and to everyone who attended our events 
I hope you enjoyed it along with us!    



  

 

HOLY TRINITY CHURCH BICENTENNIAL CELEBRATIONS OCTOBER 2022 

The highlight of the events was the Ecumenical Sunday Eucha-

rist presided over by the Right Reverend  David Hamid,  with 

guests including the Roman Catholic Bishop of Funchal  Dom 

Nuno de Silva Martins, the     Lutheran Pastor for Madeira Ilsa 

Berardo and the Chaplain of Holy Trinity Madeira the Rev. 

Michael Jarman.  

The Representative of the Republic in Madeira- Counselor 

Judge Ireneu Cabral Barreto was in attendance as was the 

Regional Secretary of Tourism and Culture Eduardo Jesus. 

A congregation of around 150 participated in the worship, 

made all the more special by the inclusion of two candidates, 

Sam and Nick, for Confirmation by Bishop David. 
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