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Chaplain´s Notes              The Parsonage, Holy Trinity, Funchal 

My dear friends,            January 2023 

A belated Happy New Year from me and all of us at Holy Trinity Funchal. I trust 
that you are well. 

I returned from my holiday in Thailand fully refreshed 
and ready to celebrate Christmas. We held Nine Lessons 
and Carols on the 16th December followed by mulled 
wine and mince pies. On Christmas eve there was a mid-
night service followed by two services on Christmas day, 
all of which were well attended. The Christmas decora-
tions in the church were spectacular as were the Crib 
and the Christmas tree and my thanks to the flower 
team and Jonathan for all of their hard work.  

In early January we had an Epiphany Supper in the Trini-
ty Rooms with a capacity crowd. Thanks to Jonathan for 
arranging this event. 

On Friday 27th January it is Holocaust Memorial Day and we have a guest speaker 
Harry Kessler who will give a talk on his families experience during the second 
world war, after which a fork supper will be served. Again, I believe this event is 
booked to capacity. 

As I write this letter, I am preparing to travel to Spain with two members of the 
Church Council for the Diocese in Europe Synod Meeting, I find these meetings 
very useful because being on Madeira Island, I feel isolated and its good some-
times to be able to talk and compare notes with other clergy persons in the Dio-
cese. 

In March this year, on the 31st we hold our annual A.G.M. when the church busi-
ness and finances for the last year are discussed and church council members and 
officers for the coming year are elected. If you or someone you know would be 
interested in volunteering to serve on the Council, I would love to hear from you. 

Sadly, in November our oldest church member died at the age of 102. Elizabeth 
Burca had been a supporter of the church for many years and until about a year 
ago still attended occasionally a Sunday service. Our sincerest condolences go to 
her family. 

With the celebration of Candlemass on Sunday 29th January, we come to the end 
of the Christmas/Epiphany season and look forward to the seasons of Lent and 
Easter. My prayers are with you therefore at this forthcoming very important time 
in the Church’s Calendar.  

With my love and prayers, Fthr. Michael. 

 

  

  
 

 

  

Please note that The Church does not accept any responsibility for changes 
that the musicians may make to their weekly concerts. 



  

 

  
 

HOLY TRINITY CHURCH FUNCHAL        
Rua Quebra Costas 20                                                                   

THEMED MEAL AND FILM REVIEW                                           

SATURDAY 18th MARCH 2023 6.15p.m.for 
6.30p.m.                                                  

 

The residents of the village of Titfield are shocked to learn that their railway branch line to the town 
of Mallingford is to be closed. Sam Weech, the local vicar and a railway enthusiast, and Gordon 
Chesterford, the village squire, decide to take over the line by setting up a company through a Light 
Railway Order. On securing financial backing from Walter Valentine, a wealthy man with a fondness 
for daily drinking, the men learn that the Ministry of Transport will allow them a month’s trial peri-
od, after which they must pass an inspection to make the Order permanent. Weech is helped by 
Chesterford and retired track layer Dan Taylor to run the train and volunteers from the village oper-
ate the station. 

***********70th ANNIVERSARY*********** 

Menu: Roast Chicken and accompaniments (Vegetarian option by request)                                

Baked Apples and custard                    15E                                                                                   
To book ( before Thurs 16th please) e mail: Jean Faulkner ( shallomhouse@freeuk.co.uk)                                                                                                             

HOLY TRINITY (THE ENGLISH) 
CHURCH FUNCHAL 

Rua Quebra Costas 20 

THEMED MEAL AND FILM REVIEW 

SATURDAY 18th FEBRUARY 2023 

6.15p.m.for 6.30p.m. 

Menu: Sausage and mash with beans in  tomato 
sauce (vegetarian option by request) 

Rosy apple crumble and icecream   

15E 

  

 

 
HOLOCAUST  MEMORIAL  DAY 

Friday 27th January  2023 

On this day every year the world 
remembers the  atrocities committed 
during the Second World War. We must 
remember that it was not only the Jews 
that were exterminated  but also the 
Roma people, Homosexuals and many 
others that did not conform to the Nazi 
ideology. 

We were very fortunate to welcome 
Harry Kessler B.E.M. along with his wife 
Mary to be with us. Harry was born in 
Vienna in 1930 to a Jewish family and 
escaped from the Nazis in 1939. 

His story “ MY ACCIDENTAL LIFE “ shows 
how kindness to strangers can have life 
saving results. At home in the U.K. he 
works with the Holocaust Educational 
Trust, among many other survivors by 

telling his story in schools, universities and to young people wherever possible in the 
hope of preventing such tragedies in the Future. 

The evening finished with a 
supper of Lasagne and a 
Green Salad and of course 
the odd bottle of wine to 
wash it down !!!! 

As a surprise Olga who plays 
the violin and is part of the 
concert group that play in 
the church regularly, played 
a piece from Schindler`s List 
which was very emotional 
and there was not a dry eye 
in the house. 

 

Many thanks to Harry and to Olga  for the evening .  

Jonathan Pestana - Calvert 

x s 



  

 

Statement on the death of Pope Emeritus Benedict 

We join with the church throughout the world, and especially with the Holy Father, Pope 
Francis, and all in the Catholic Church, in mourning the death of Pope Emeritus Benedict 
XVI.  

While many people associate Pope Benedict with his traditional approach to Catholic teach-
ing, we also want to remember his commitment to the ecumenical dialogue between the 

Roman Catholic Church and the Churches of the Anglican Commun-
ion. When he visited Lambeth Palace in 2010 as part of his State Visit 
to the United Kingdom, he told a gathering of Roman Catholic and 
Anglican bishops that he gave thanks, "for the remarkable progress 
that has been made in so many areas of dialogue during the forty 
years that have elapsed since the Anglican-Roman Catholic Interna-
tional Commission (ARCIC) began its work”. The Pontiff added, “Let 
us entrust the fruits of that work to the Lord of the harvest, confident 
that he will bless our friendship with further significant growth".  

He had great esteem and clear affection for our former Archbishop of Canterbury, Rowan 
Williams. Bishop David, the Anglican Co-Chairman of IARCCUM, the International Anglican-
Roman Catholic Commission for Unity and Mission, said, “I was encouraged by the acknowl-
edgement of Pope Benedict and Archbishop Williams, who stated together that ‘our fellow-
ship in the service of Christ, promoted by IARCCUM and experienced by many of our com-
munities around the world, adds a further impetus to our relationship’“. As bishops in this 
diocese, we are grateful for his reminder to all Christians of our ecumenical responsibility to 
press forward in our dialogue and relations. As he once said, "There is too much at stake to 
turn back". 

Pope Benedict XVI was an outstanding theologian and teacher and a man of deep faith. May 
he now be welcomed into the joys of Christ's kingdom and in the company of all the saints 
into life everlasting. 

+Robert  +David 

  

 

BOOK REVIEW 

Friends in Funchal   by KG Fleury 

This book is a gentle heart-warming tale of the power of 
true friendship and is centred around a visitor to the island 
of Madeira and how he is amazed by all the new things he 
experiences, just as I was when I first visited.   

The story is about life in Madeira in 1811 when Dr Robert 
Willan leaves his practise in London, where he has dedicat-
ed his life to treating the poor, for Funchal, Madeira. He 
hopes, like so many, that the warmth will improve his 
health and enable him to return to his work and to the 
service of God. 

He stays at Quinta do TiI and during his harrowing course 
of treatment, he meets a group of unforgettable charac-
ters (like most of us who come to Madeira!) whose 
warmth, eccentricity and kindly humour provide medicine for the soul. 

If you know Madeira you will revisit such delights as your first pastel de nata; your 
sight of a Aborbora (pumpkin); the taste of  tomato soup with an egg;  the discovery of 
vegetables growing on terraces; your first sight of a banana plant; the realisation and 
proof of the temperate climate; and so much more…………………..  

This book is available on Amazon or www.bookguild.co.uk   

The ISBN number is 978-1-915122-32-2.                                                           Jean Faulkner 

A Street Called Hope  Samantha Gannon 
More serious than the Vicar of Dibley, this book encourages readers to examine how 
we can bring the Garden of Eden and hope into all our lives. 
The story centres around ex-rock star, the Reverend Dolores Lane, who along with her 
five unruly pets takes on an ailing parish, and soon realises that all that’s needed is a 
sense of community and belonging. Aided by Ruth, a lonely widow, Dolores sets out to 
bring her flock together through the love of gardening and sharing. 
It’s a must-read for anyone who loves unconventional vicars and gardening.  

In Search of Hope  Samantha Gannon 
More serious than the Vicar of Dibley, ex-rock star, the Rev. Dolores Lane has a knack 

of bringing ailing communities together.  Although light-hearted, each book has a cen-

tral theme. ‘A Street Called Hope’ explores the Garden of Eden, and the concept that 

we can all create Eden both physically and spiritually, through her love of gardening 

which she endeavours to pass on to her community.  While the second book in the 

series ‘In Search of Hope’ Dolores endeavours to teach that we should be kind and 

have courage, and that to be kind, does take courage. 



  

 

The Presepio, - derived from the Latin word  presepium, meaning manger, has 

been the de facto symbol of Christmas for Madeiran  families for dozens of gener-
ations.  The presepio  in its simplest form, is a tradi-
tion of  devotion representing the birth of the baby 
Jesus. These nativity scenes typically consist of a 
structure to represent the simple barn where Joseph 
and Mary were forced to give birth to the Son of God. 
An ox, donkey, angels and perhaps the three Wise 
Men are typically represented.  
But the presepio is often much, much more, showing 
village scenes from everyday life. Its components are 
mostly handmade from a variety of materials: wood, 

ceramic, cartapesta (Papier-mâché), terracotta and fabrics. Some scenes include 
small waterfalls or fountains, houses, buildings, mountains, trees, grottoes, live-
stock and vendors of all sorts. The details can be absolutely astounding and the 

attics of  the villlagers are raided to help the final sce-
ne being the best ever!  It seems that scale is not of a 
considera-
tion.  Often 
the manger 
scenes are 
life sized 
and some 
with living 
farm ani-
mals .     

Every village area or high street has one 
erected from mid-December to after 
the three kings have arrived!  Christmas 
and  music and lights are  also  features. It is  a custom to go around and visit oth-
er presepios, make a donation to charity and partaking of a warming PONCHA 
drink made from rum, fruit juice, honey.                                                                                                                              

This year we happened to be staying near the village 
of Curral Das Freiras  in central Madeira, where there 
is now a famous presepio in a grotto near the church.  
(There was also a small mechanically working model in 
the church). The difference between this and others is 
that the villagers have bought a large number of dolls 
of the same size and then dressed them all to bring it 
all together.  If you are in Madeira around Christmas 
time I would suggest you seek out these amazing plac-
es. They bring the Nativity to life!          

You can see from this close up of this King the details are amazing  
  

 

SERVICE OF CHRISTIAN UNITY JANUARY 2023 

The theme for this year´s service was : `Learn to do good and seek justice `. The service 
was held on Friday 21st January in the Santa Clara Convent Church.  In such surroundings 
one sees and feels the centuries of revered devotion. The service was well attended and 
it was enthusiastically led by a small choir. Four clerical representatives attended from 
four different denominations in Madeira: Pastora Ilse from the Lutheran church; Pastor 
Jorge Gameiro from the Presbyterian; Reverend Michael from Holy Trinity Church, the 
Anglican church and Dom Nuno, The 
Roman Catholic Bishop of Funchal.  Alt-
hough 90% of the service was conducted 
in Portuguese I was grateful to do my 
Bible reading in English!  The welcome 
overall was outstanding and one was not 
allowed to leave until partaking in the 
snacks and tea and coffee afterwards!     



  

 

 

  

 
 

We are pleased to let you know  that we  at Holy Trinity Funchal will be resuming our get 
togethers on a Tuesday afternoons  2 p.m. to 4 p.m. (FORTNIGHTLY to start with) 

First one is 31st Jan. And then every last Tues and middle Tues of the month) 

We have some equipment for loan or just bring along your own. 

Please let me know if you plan to come to the first one. 

Jean Faulkner      ( shallomhouse@freeuk.co.uk ) 



  

 

“ CHRISTMAS WISHES “ 

Christmas 2022 saw us back to the times before covid and we had our 
visitors  - back as it used to be. 

Our Christmas appeal was in conjunction with  “ ACREDITAR “ the 
Assocation of Parents and Friends of Children with Cancer. They receive 
no state aid. They have four centres in Portugal, one being here in 
Funchal. 

They help parents who need to 
travel, find a place to stay etc. so 
as they can visit their children 
when they have to go to a 
hospital away from home.They 
also have in each of their centres 
a group of children who have 
recovered and give moral support 
to those with ongoing treatment. 

We also put up the Christmas tree that we use as “ Remember someone 
at Christmas “ where you hang a bauble along with a card to remember 
a loved one. 

On the 6th January……. “ EPIPHANY “…..or 
as it is also known in Madeira…..” THREE 
KING`S DAY “  we organised an evening in 
the Trinity Room where we produced a 
three course dinner for 45 people.It was a 
very good evening and we went a bit 
woke !!!...One King and two Queens as 
you can see from the photo !!! 

The Money raised from this meal was 825 euros, so 
along with the money from the remember someone 
tree  - 100 euros,  we also gave our tithe for 2022 of 
1025 euros, so we were able to donate to “ 
ACREDITAR “  a total of 1950 euros. 

Many thanks to all who donated and helped with this 
project. 

Jonathan Pestana - Calvert 

  

 

  BIRTHDAY CELEBRATIONS 

Some days just have to be celebrated 
and the 95th Birthday of Marian Almeida 
is just such an occasion, with “Tea and 
Cake” the order of the day. Having lived 
in South Africa, Rhodesia (Zimbabwe), 
Mozambique and Europe, cards, pre-
sents and visitors from all around the 
world soon arrived at her front door. A 
great day was had by all. 



  

 

A Holy Trinity Christmas 

As soon as our Bicentenary Celebrations were over 
the church was dressed for Advent with 9 Lessons 
and Carols, Midnight Mass, Christmas Day Service, 
New Years Day Service and Epiphany.   
A Big  Thank You to all who helped  before and    
during the Festive Season. 

The First 

Noel 

  

 

A Holy Trinity Christmas 

As soon as our Bicentenary Celebrations were over 
the church was dressed for Advent with 9 Lessons 
and Carols, Midnight Mass, Christmas Day Service, 
New Years Day Service and Epiphany.   
A Big  Thank You to all who helped  before and    
during the Festive Season. 


